
REDFA  (River Eden & District Fisheries Association) 

Response to UU Drought Plan Consultation 

We have attempted to answer your consultation in the section format set out in your 

document. 

Our responses reflect our interest as a Fisheries Consultative within the Eden catchment and 

the management, quality and maintenance of adequate groundwater and water course 

supplies. Of particular concern is the diverting and drawing off of supplies to the Integrated 

Resource Zone in the Lancashire conurbations from sources that supply the principal 

tributaries feeding the SAC/SSSI designated Eden, namely the rivers Eamont (Ullswater Lake) 

and Haweswater Beck and Lowther (Haweswater Reservoir). 

Drought Triggers and Drought Management Actions 

Our observations are that “drought “ or “perceived drought” conditions do and will occur 

more frequently than your predicted tables and escalation plans detail, as a result of more 

frequent and prolonged extreme weather events. For this reason alone a wider range of 

management actions should be deployed during Normal Operations to offset trigger points : 

Prioritise Leakage Control…..you spend £25m annually on leakage control, with leakages 

running at 460Ml/day or 25%-30% of all water consumed. If you did not carry out controls 

your leakage would double by the end of the year. The gains you can make in this area far 

outweigh any small improvements you hope to achieve by implementing other actions. 

Leakage control measures and expenditure must be increased significantly and continuously 

targeted as a matter of priority. The public will respond positively to inconveniences they 

encounter if they are properly informed of the magnitude of leakages to our systems. 

Scale up the Ongoing Efficiency Programme….the Blueprint for Water target is for 80% of 

consumers to be on metered supplies by 2020. There needs to be a combined regional and 

national strategy to achieve this target together with a tariff system promoting the 

economic incentive for efficient water use. This consumption based water tariff would 

benefit efficient use of water.                                                                                                       

Water needs to be perceived as a scarce and valuable resource…………..                                   

average low consumption – charged at low unit cost                                                                  

mid/medium band cons     -      “              mid           “                                                                     

high discretionary cons       -      “             high           “ 

Trigger sites and the catchments Resilience to Drought……Haweswater Reservoir and the 

North Eden boreholes are the principal trigger sites, although there are other monitoring 

EA/UU stations. For climatic and water supply reasons water flows in the catchment can 

reach dangerously low levels accompanied at times by high water temperatures without the 

trigger point in either being activated.  We need to continue to promote, develop and 



extend our wetland areas through conservation schemes for land owners so that we provide 

greater resilience to drought events.  

Trigger 1/2/3/4 Actions 

In the NW UU place a heavy reliance on above ground water supplies to meet demand 

during normal and drought conditions. For this reason we seem ill equipped to manage 

drought events. For the Upper Eden and Carlisle zones this relies on transferring supplies 

between pumping stations and pumping more water out of the Eden to augment water 

transferred from temporary supplies drawn from Carrock Reservoir. This at a time when 

Orders permitting the waiving of rollover abstraction limits from Ullswater for water 

transferred to the Integrated Zone and reduced hands-off flow from Ullswater into Eamont 

are introduced.  REDFA asks that we review what other contingency plans can be put into 

place to reduce our reliance on existing rivers/lakes/reservoirs that may be at critical levels 

already.  

Voluntary  Water Use Restrictions 

We support measures to influence more quickly the need to conserve water supplies and 

we suggest a better level of feedback to the consumer to demonstrate what benefits this 

has and how effective this is. 

Drought Permits   

These Permit Orders are of particular concern as their impact is not readily quantifiable. 

Previous Permit Order measures were not activated as weather conditions relented soon 

after being granted and so we have no way of assessing what impact these would have had 

on our rivers and their habitats.  REDFA was heavily involved in these discussions and the 

forthcoming Inquiry together with reviews that have taken place on : 

- Abstraction strategy and use of Boreholes 

- Compensation Flows from Reservoirs 

- Catchment Area Management Surveys 

- Annual Drought Plans 

 

We understand that APEM will be undertaking a Review of the Environmental Impact of 

Drought Permit Orders for UU and we welcome this initiative. We ask that REDFA is 

consulted on this and circulated with their findings and conclusions. 

For Ullswater, constructing a temporary outlet weir to raise the level by 0.15m, reducing the 

hands off flow to the Eamont to 95Ml/d and relaxing the 12 month abstraction licence limit 

could have severe downstream impact. At risk are the Eden`s SAC species, notably the 

migratory spring Salmon which are largely confined to the Eamont and Lowther during the 

spring and summer months together with juveniles of all species and invertebrates that 



would be exposed by reduced flows and receding riverbeds. There is the potential for the 

Eamont and Eden habitats and wildlife to be seriously damaged by this order.  

The North Eden Resource Zone Permit Orders for the boreholes of Bowscar, Gamblesby and 

Tarn Wood can and will impact on the aquifer and smaller eastern becks and we expect 

APEM to consider this in their review.  

Presentation of the Plan   

Overall an accessible and well presented plan. 

What we would be interested to see is the split of consumption between 

domestic/agr/industry sectors along with its variability during the year and the quantities of 

water transferred from the Eden catchment to the Integrated Zone in a full year. This would 

highlight the real need to direct our consumer efficiency actions at the sectors and areas 

that will generate greatest water savings. 

 

 

Mike Ashwin – Deputy Chair REDFA 

 

   


