
 

The Future of Corby Weir - Background and History 

 

The weir was constructed in 1996 and designed for the purpose of alleviating future flood events by 

monitoring water depth and flow, and also for recording movements   of migratory fish, principally 

salmon. 

 It soon became apparent to a number of fishery interests that salmon and other fish were having 

difficulty negotiating the weir. 

Significant predation of smolts by cormorants and goosanders was observed during periods of low 

flows above the weir. 

More recently it has emerged that the fish counter cannot differentiate between salmon, sea trout, 

trout and lamprey. Salmon figures are only approximate and this has prevented the EA from using 

the counter as a reliable management tool and its data for national statistics. 

With hindsight the positioning of the counter in the lower river has been questioned as it only 

provides part of the picture of our migratory fish stocks. 

 More recent research has shown that different genetic strains of fish populate separate tributaries 

within the whole river system and require individual monitoring. 

Angling interests contend that the weir and fish counter is unable to provide valuable or accurate 

data on individual species, but more importantly may be seriously undermining the health of our fish 

stocks, thereby prolonging the time it takes the river to reach favourable status as a SAC. 

 

Recent developments and Review of Corby Weir 

Discussions about Corby Weir figured prominently during the Salmon Summit and its review of the 

Salmon Action Plan held here in Oct 2011 and the follow up workshop in March 2012. 

Following further discussions between EA, ERT and REDFA, the EA indicated the weir was not 

required for water resources/flood defence purposes and asked REDFA and  ERT to put forward 

proposals and their recommendations for the Corby Weir and fish counter as part of the developing 

Fishery Management Plan. 

 Meetings and soundings took place with Angling Club and fisheries representatives on REDFA`s 

committee together with other Riparian Owners and YFF who hold the Riparian interests directly up 

and downstream of the weir. All concluded that the weir was to the detriment of the rivers fish 

stocks and the counter of questionable value. 

 

 



 

 

Options and Recommendations 

 

Three options under consideration are :- 

1   -   Stay as we are/Do nothing  

 

2    -   Modify the Weir to improve fish passage and the accuracy of the counter.  The EA is currently  

           assessing the feasibility of this.        

                   

3    -   Remove the weir - removal of the concrete river bed and channels would allow the river to  

          revert to its former natural state. Flood monitoring may be retained but no funds are presently  

          available to provide other fish counting facilities. 

 

 

REDFA Recommendation 

From consultations with other Fishery interests REDFA agreed a draft Position Statement with the 

recommendation that 

" On the information currently available and subject to further research and the proposed   

consultations, REDFA recommends the EA remove the weir as soon as practically possible" 


