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1 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT  
 
REDFA has suffered two major losses in the last 12 months. Allan Mallinson our Treasurer died. Allan 
served REDFA (and Carlisle Angling Association) for many years. His modest and friendly approach, 
along with his financial husbandry, will be an enormous loss to the river Eden. A memorial event was 
organised in Carlisle by CAA, when Allan‟s fishing tackle was sold in aid of Hospice at Home Carlisle 
and North Lakeland. Many of us met Allan‟s widow - and his daughter. Our thoughts remain with them 
and the remainder of his family. 
 
The second loss was due to retirement. Harold Tonge dedicated a huge amount of time and effort into 
maintaining and developing the role of REDFA over the last ten years.  We are all  most grateful for 
his achievements on behalf of angling and fishery interests on the river Eden. Hopefully he can now 
spend time enjoying the fishing which he worked so hard to protect.   
 
Over the last 10 years major changes have taken place in relation to these interests. The work and 
scope of the Eden Rivers Trust has greatly increased but the Trust focuses on the fish and 
biodiversity rather than the specific interests of anglers and fishery owners.  
 
I became Chairman with a view to ensuring REDFA speaks and acts (and is seen to do so) on behalf 
of ALL angling/fishery interests in the Eden catchment - trout, salmon, coarse fish, upper river, lower 
river and tributaries. With this support REDFA can work effectively alongside the Eden Rivers Trust - 
the Trust focusing on the fish, habitat, biodiversity and the environment and REDFA focusing on 
“harder” angling fishery interests such as bylaws, canoeing, saw bill ducks. And there will be areas 
where the Trust and REDFA work together such as Water Framework Directive, abstraction and 
pollution. 
 
The GPC and its officers have focused attention on the following issues during the year to date when 
GPC meetings have taken place. 
 
i) Angling Trust 
We have attended several meetings intended to establish a North West Forum. After initial problems 
progress is now being made. I believe it is vital that the Angling Trust succeeds so that there is one 
body representing angling/fishery interests at national level, particularly to Government and that this 
body develops national policies, strategies and guidelines on areas such as canoeing, hydropower 
and water abstraction which local bodies like REDFA can link into and make use of.  For this to 
happen there also needs to be an effective regional structure, which REDFA and other consultatives 
can link into. REDFA is doing its utmost to help this process.  
 
All REDFA and Angling Club members are urged to become members of the Angling Trust, which 
also does, through its legal arm “Fish Legal”, unique legal work to fight against pollution and secure 
compensation for angling fishery interest. The Eden Rivers Trust benefited  substantially from 
compensation secured.  
 
ii) Drought Order/ Abstraction 
The drought order procedure was commenced in  June and it immediately started to rain!  However 
REDFA believes that more long-term strategic plans are required to prevent drought crises becoming 
regular events on account of more extreme weather patterns. 
 
REDFA will be meeting with other NGOs with any interest in the environment to present an agenda 
for discussing with the EA and United Utilities on such matters as metering leakage targets, storage 
capacity and other long term priorities set out in Blueprint for Water – (www.blueprintforwater.org.uk)  
including trying to restore the natural ability of the Eden catchment to hold more water.  
 
iii) Hydropower 
The extreme weather patterns of longer droughts and more frequent major flooding events are very 
damaging to our rivers and their catchments. Therefore we must support initiatives for green 
sustainable energy which in the long term will reduce the level of greenhouse gas omissions. 



5 

 

But we must be vigilant that these initiatives do not themselves do undue damage. In the rush for 
green energy a major momentum has built up for hydropower and we must be diligent to ensure 
permission is not granted to schemes which will create obstacles to fish passage and damage to/loss 
of habitat. 
 
The Angling Trust, Association of Rivers Trusts and the Salmon and Trout Association have all 
worked together to ensure the national guidelines and structure are reasonable but it is important that 
local organisations like REDFA look closely at each application. The Ribble and Lune have produced 
a helpful summary of how to tackle this and David Altham of CAA had agreed to look after this 
process on behalf of REDFA. 
 
iv) Environment Agency. 
We have enjoyed several constructive meetings with the EA. In particular in June we were given 
details of the investment plans of UU under the next  AMP period. It was encouraging to see the level 
of investment that will take place over the next few years to improve water quality. 
 
v) Canoeing 
The canoeing arrangements for the river Eden are fragmented and many sections of the system are 
not covered by any agreement. From time to time this causes problems to angling interests. 
REDFA would like to see one agreement covering the whole system. This will be difficult to achieve 
and will take time. 
 
The process of developing more extensive agreements for the river has already started with the Local 
Access Forum, which is chaired by Charles Ecroyd and has George Pearson on its committee (both 
REDFA GPC members). Providing reasonable progress is made, REDFA will leave the development 
of canoeing agreements to the Local Access Forum. 
 
vi) Saw bill Ducks 
 A few owners continue to apply and receive licenses to shoot a limited number of cormorants. 
REDFA has previously carried out counts of saw bill ducks over a substantial part of the system.  
REDFA will consider whether to carry out further counts and Dr Ian Winfield has agreed to advise on 
how best to do this and make best use of the information. 
 
vii) Anglers‟ Monitoring Initiative 
This scheme developed by the Salmon and Trout Association is a great opportunity for anglers to 
become involved in monitoring invertebrates, which are a key indicator of water quality and the health 
of the river. 
 
Several training courses have been run by ERT but the number of anglers who have continued to 
monitor a section of the river is disappointing. 
 
REDFA intends to promote this scheme through Angling Clubs, and owners, with a view to developing 
a better coverage of the Eden and its tributaries. 
 
Anyone interested in registering for the next  Training Course should contact Becky Helm at ERT - 
01768 866788    becky@edenriverstrust.org.uk 
Ian Gregg 

 
2 SECRETARY’S REPORT  

 
REDFA  started the year saying its thanks to Harold Tonge for his Chairmanship and welcomed Ian 
Gregg as the new Chairman. Unfortunately this process was delayed somewhat by the huge flood of 
November 2009, which caused massive damage to some river systems and adjacent property.  
As you all will know we lost our much respected Treasurer Allan Mallinson in June this year.  Allan 
gave to REDFA  the benefit of his good offices for some 8 years. Thanks to his care we have a steady 
membership count and a healthy financial situation.  

Welcome and thank you to Mike Harrison for taking on the Treasurers position. 

mailto:becky@edenriverstrust.org.uk
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The GPC has met on  seven occasions with a good representation from most member clubs. 
Attendance at GPC is an integral part of ensuring member clubs participate in the policy making and 
watching brief which this association has been keeping for the past 59 years. Several clubs and 
members manage 100% attendance record, which should be the aim of everyone! 

Water Framework Directive. This European legislation is highly important. It is also very complex and 
moves slowly!  Our Vice Chairman, Charles Ecroyd, sits on the Solway Tweed liaison panel, which 
sets priorities and monitors progress in the Eden catchment. We are moving towards the 
implementation stage and have started to see investment by EA and DEFRA to remove some barriers 
to good ecological status,  which should be achieved by 2015? 

Also we are grateful for the excellent work being done by the Trust under its leadership of Simon 
Johnston, who has settled in and found out how good the fishing can be around these parts. Meetings 
of the GPC are regularly held at the Trust‟s premises. Thanks are also due to Nick Lloyd for his term 
of office recently ended, as their Chairman 

We intend to publish an Annual Report each year. Please let me have any suggestions or ideas about 
what you would like to see in it. 
Tony Britton 

 

 
3 TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
I am very pleased to accept this role and continue the excellent work of Alan Mallinson. 
I have only been in post for 3 weeks but hope to have the necessary documentation/ 
signatories completed before the AGM. 
Our financial position remains strong with £14,000 on deposit with the Cumberland Building 
Society.  A Financial Statement will be made available to the GPC at the January 2011 
meeting 
Mike Harrison 

 

4 ANGLING REPORTS 
 
Brampton Angling Association  
Brampton Angling Association offers season and day permit fishing  for wild brown trout and grayling 
on the River Irthing and the River Gelt. 
Permit sales for the 2010 season got off to a slower than usual start due to a cold spring followed by a 
dry spell of weather, resulting in low water levels. However, as the summer progressed, river levels 
returned to normal with a consequent increase in permit sales sustained for the remainder of the 
season. Overall permit sales/membership has held up well, being similar to 2009. A noticeable factor 
from the membership list is that we do suffer from a degree of churn in membership with some 
members coming in, then leaving for a time, then returning as years go by. 
 
Regarding the state of our rivers; BAA has collaborated with ERT in discussions about habitat 
improvement. Members of BAA have carried out kick sampling on the lower River Irthing with 
encouraging results. The Wild Trout Trust in conjunction with ERT carried out a survey of the Irthing 
and part of the Gelt in July and has produced a very helpful report which, though very positive, does 
identify areas for improvement. Suggested improvements are generally regarding bankside and in-
stream habitat and barriers both natural and man- made to migrating fish. The Association is very 
grateful to Simon Johnson of Eden Rivers Trust and to Tim Jacklin of the Wild Trout Trust for their 
help and advice. 
 
Anglers catch returns, which themselves have increased in number, show an improving situation on 
the river. There are large numbers of small brown trout but also a good number of notable specimens 
being caught and usually returned. The best recorded was a brown trout of 3lb 11oz and a number of 
others in the 2.5lb to 3lb class. Grayling continue to increase in prominence in catch returns. This can 
hopefully be taken as an indicator of an improving water quality. However, following kick sampling on 
one feeder stream by one of our members, a total absence of waterborne life was noted. This fact 
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was reported via the pollution hotline but because there were no dead fish or pollutants present it was 
not accepted to be a pollution incident ! 
 
Brampton AA, in addition to the annual permit which allows year round fishing for trout then grayling, 
also now offers a fly- only grayling permit running from October to March. Grayling permits are freely 
available from the Post Office in Brampton. Further details of fishing, permit charges and contacts can 
be found on our website, www.bramptonangling.plus.com.  
 
To conclude, we have had comments via catch returns that „the river is a shadow of what it was 
twenty years ago‟. But then another commented that „this has been my best ever year‟. 
Bill Candeland,Secretary 

 
 
Carlisle Angling Association  
The 2010 early spring salmon fishing was disappointing this year for those that did fish with fresh fish 
being sparse, although possibly a good omen was the number of kelts that were seen. Whilst the river 
Eden had a slow start to the season there appeared to be a good run of fish in early June. The grilse 
seem to be arriving later with some small but perfectly formed fish being taken, with the 2 winter fish 
being sparse or late. 
 
Sea trout fishing appeared to be continuing its improvement seen in 2009 but was spoilt by the low 
waters and severe algae problem with some very bright green blooms coming from the Petteril. The 
trout season was also doing very well with some very good hatches on the water but was spoilt by the 
algae. 
 
This season CAA ran a junior anglers event on Rickerby Park was attended by up to 100 juniors and 
the Committee would like to thank the Eden Rivers Trust, Borderlines and members that assisted with 
the event, with a good influx of junior tickets following the event. 
 
It has been pleasing to see the number of junior anglers making use of CAA‟s initiative of free trout 
and coarse ticket available to juniors 16 years old and under. 
 David Altham (Secretary) 

 
Penrith Angling Association 
The Association managed to sustain a full membership again this season with a moderate waiting list 
for next year. However, we predict that next year may see a small loss in members, until such time as 
the economic situation improves. 
The fishing season started with difficult conditions as we encountered one of the driest and coldest 
springs for many years following a hard winter. The rivers looked clean following the autumn floods in 
2009 but many pools were found to have changed dramatically as the high waters scoured the 
riverbed and eroded the banks, on some stretches it was like fishing a different water. In some cases 
the pools changed for the better providing more suitable habitats for the fish, whereas in other parts 
the large floods ruined what once were good holding areas. 
 
Although we have not yet received any catch returns, early reports from members show there have 
been some good catches with many large trout over the 2lb mark and several over 3lb. This suggests 
that our „no-stocking‟ policy over the last 4 years is starting to show an improvement in at least some 
stretches of our waters. There is still a lot of pressure on the fish population from predation, although 
the cormorants seem to have slightly reduced in numbers in the last couple of years, at least on some 
of our stretches where the once large roosts of many dozens are now only troubled by the occasional 
few. The increase in otters which are found on nearly all of our association waters are as much a 
threat nowadays, not just to the fish population but also to the indigenous white-clawed crayfish. On 
one occasion upwards of thirty shelled crayfish in one small area of a stream were observed. 
 
The fly life is slowly making a recovery as rivers are becoming cleaner, with some species doing 
better than others. Although some of the more important species to which the angler relies on such as 
the blue winged olive is still localised when it come to large consistent hatches. This is partially due to 
the loss in ranunculus in many parts of the main rivers as a result of the regularity of substantial floods 
seen over the last decade. As for variety in species, the area in and around the Eden system has one 

http://www.bramptonangling.plus.com/
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of the largest biodiversities in the country.  The secretary of PAA has recorded 104 species of caddis 
fly and 29 species of up-winged flies so far in his ongoing long-term survey of the area. 
 
Reports of salmon being caught on the association waters appear to be slightly less than previous 
seasons but some good fish were landed. One very clean fish of 16 lb was taken in July near Little 
Salked which is an early fish on the association waters as few members fish for them this high up the 
river before September.         
 
Some anglers say the fishing will never be as good as it was in bygone days, but as an optimist the 
secretary considers that never has so much been done by the angling trusts throughout the country to 
protect and enhance the rivers for the future of angling, and although there is a lot to be corrected 
from the damage done over the last century, the future is certainly rosier than it was.     
Andrew Dixon 
www.penrithanglers.co.uk 

 
Yorkshire Fly Fishers Club 
Upper Eden  

This year‟s report is short due to me having health issues which have kept me off the river .My 
apologies and thanks for all the support and goodwill messages and cards I have received. 
My overall opinion this year was that there were not as many anglers about for both trout and salmon. 
Fly hatches noticeably absent during the daytime, better in the evenings, not all seen by myself but 
reported to me. One angler reported catching 120 trout, whilst other anglers visiting Crackenthorpe 
also reported good fishing. 
The wildlife on the river did not appear to have suffered with the long cold spell over the winter 
months. Several otters have been spotted during the daytime and kingfishers are on all beats. 
No figures are available from the fish counter at Wetheral at this time but from our catches and fish 
seen running I do not think numbers are much down on previous years. 
Clive Mason, Bob Bradney 

 

Wetheral  
I think I could sum this season up in two words. Hard work! 
Our spring fishing consisted of a handful of fish in April, then things ground to a halt as the drought 
took hold of the valley. It wasn‟t until mid July that we got any improvement in conditions and a fish or 
two were caught. And from then until the end of the season we just picked away at the job with an odd 
fish here and there. 
 
Many of the fishers on the river, myself included, felt there was no real numbers of salmon in the river 
this year. This was due I think to the flood of 2005. An event of that magnitude coming at the time of 
year it did (Jan) must have had a devastating effect on the eggs in the gravel. Also there was an 
unusual large proportion of grilse caught this year. These would have been spawned in 2006 and 
therefore been unaffected by the biggest flood in 200 years. 

 
On the bright side, the smolt migration both in the spring and the autumn was fantastic this year. I‟ve 
spent many hours watching thousands of little beauties dropping down the river. Lets hope they get 
back in numbers.  
 
Trouting in the first half of the drought was very good indeed. With gin clear water you could see the 
whole river bed with a good pair of polaroids and then stalk your fish. The best fish on the bank was 
3.5lbs ish. Grayling were not as abundant this year, but the average size I would say is bigger. Best 
I‟ve heard of to date is 2.5lbs+ 
 
Fly life in my opinion was much the same, sufficient but not the banquet it was for the fish in the past. 
23 mink have been disposed of to date and I have shot all of the cormorants I am entitled to under the 
terms of my licence. So I have had some fun! 
Mike Grimes 

 

Great Ormside Fishery, Nr. Appleby  
Early season proved very effective for the anglers that braved the cooler weather in March and April. 

http://www.penrithanglers.co.uk/
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Some large wild brown trout were caught, with a couple in the 4 lb region. These are exceptional fish 
by any river standards. The successful patterns were waterhen bloa, greenwell‟s glory, partridge and 
orange the classics for the spring fishing. 
 
Hatches of true March Browns were seen, which has become something of a rarity. 
 
As May progressed the fly life started to increase with regular hatches of blue winged olives showing 
this was an improvement over what had been seen in recent years. 
 
Lets hope the dreaded sheep dips are at last under control and that improvement this year  will 
continue into the future. 
 
May continued with wild brownies being taken by most anglers each day. Being a  non stocked wild 
section of the Eden there was a variety of sizes reported over the month. Catching fly patterns were 
snipe and purple, greenwells glory winged and woodcock and hares ear (tied as a spider pattern) and 
little woodcock. If you look over the Tufton Arms Bar, Appleby, you will see a huge brown trout caught 
on a size 16 little woodcock which shows the effectiveness of this Eden pattern for large fish. 
 
Then came the bright sunny days of June and the river started to show its bare bones. Once again 
trout were caught but mainly in the late evening as the sun dipped over the horizon. Good hatches  
were showing over the river as the light started to go, with dancing spinners in whirling groups, and 
duns rising to reach the riverside trees and grasses. This is the magic hour when wild brownies look 
for their food after facing blazing sunshine throughout the day. 
 
Mid July we started to see a little rain again and once more daytime fishing started to return nice trout 
to the visiting angler. 
 
August and September was mixed, with water levels up and down on a regular basis. Trout continued 
to be grassed on lunns particular, greenwell‟s glory,sherry spinner and blue winged olive dun 
imitation. 
 
Overall, a quite excellent year, with many very good wild brown trout being netted, which encouraged 
many anglers to  return several times throughout the season to fish the Upper Eden Fishings. 
 
We now look forward to the Atlantic salmon moving upstream to spawn all along this section of the 
Eden and to successfully fill the redds with their offspring during the winter period. 
 
Tight Lines and Good Luck next season.  
John Pape 
www.edenflyfishers.talktalk.net  email: jpangler@btinternet.com 

Kirkby Stephen Angling Association 
 
 
Not a bad year's fishing at Kirkby Stephen with some good fly hatches both midday and evening. 
BWO 16/18 and spinners 14/16 recommended by our expert Callum Highet.He had 14 fish in a day in 
June. 
Our non stocking policy means fishing is never easy but the reward is nice fish. A limit of two taken is 
imposed but many fishermen return their catches. The upper reaches should not be neglected in 
heavier water. 
Membership remains steady and under 18s are not required to pay. 
The most exciting news was the installation of the River cam launched on Sept 15 in partnership with 
Farson Digital. This, together with the daily blog, enables anglers to view the River Eden before they 
travel to fish. The web cam looks downstreamwards Hartleybridge not far upstream of our most 
popular beats. The website is also well-reviewed but still needs more contributions of anglers 

Irene Downing 

 

http://www.edenflyfishers.talktalk.net/
mailto:jpangler@btinternet.com
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Carlisle and District Coarse Angling Club  
The Carlisle and District Coarse Angling Club has gone from strength to strength since securing 
Crofton Lake in 2009 and it would like to thank REDFA members for their support during that difficult 
time. Membership continues to grow with Borderlines playing a part in this.  Youngsters gain a 
discount on club membership on production of their Borderlines certificate. The club has built an 
education centre to assist tin teaching of youngsters at the lake with their own resident coach Jim 
Porter. 

During the summer months John Brookes once again ran the junior league for young CADCAC 
members. The club has also secured funding to undertake environmental improvements at Crofton 
improving forestry, wildlife habitats, paths and bridges around the lake. 

The cost start to 2010 saw Crofton lake frozen over for long periods, but thanks to the Eden grayling, 
anglers were able to enjoy sport in the coldest conditions. The club‟s match anglers staged knock up 
matches on the CAA water during January and February and landed grayling up to 2lb. 

February saw Dave Gillies win the first match of the year at Crofton lake with three chub and several 
roach for 2lb 11oz. 

March saw Las Vegas come to Carlisle when the club organised a Casino night that raised £450 
towards the Crofton Lake stocking fund. Crofton‟s gudgeon woke up; with the gudgeon on a feeding 
frenzy 9 disabled youngsters from James Rennie school in Carlisle enjoyed a fantastic mornings 
fishing with Borderlines, Alan Walsh clinched the Club‟s Winter League title. 

Crofton‟s gudgeon continued their feeding frenzy into April; Bob Youdale landing 100 including one 
bordering on British Record status. Martin White caught an 18lb 3oz common carp and 18 anglers 
caught over 120ln of fish in a match. The heaviest bag 24lb 4 oz of bream caught by former CADCAC 
junior champion Rober Richard, David Gillies won the next match at Crofton with 45lb 12oz bag of 
bream, skimmers, big roach and carp. 

May saw Chris Bendle win a Crofton match with 23lb 1oz of bream and roach and Martin White 
landed a common carp of 19lbs 4oz. 24 anglers fished the first summer league match for the Tim 
Ward Trophy which was won by Robert Richardson with 18lb 1/2oz or carp and bream. The Friday 
night league got underway in May with Friday evening matches continuing throughout the summer. 
Dave White won a Friday night match at Crofton with a 30lb 4oz bag of skimmers and bream. 

In June Graeme Miller landed a 19lb 7 ox common carp, the biggest report from Crofton this season; 
he also landed carp of 13lb 10oz, 11lb 5oz, 11lb 11oz and a few bream. Ian Nevitt landed a double 
figure carp plus bits to win a Friday night match with 14lbs 6 ox. The first CADCAC Junior League 
was won by Joe Anderson with a 2lbs 1oz mixed bag of roach and perch. The CADCAC match squad 
competed in the biggest match in the club‟s history; an Angling Times Super Cup semi final tie against 
14 other top Northern clubs at Partridge Lakes, Culcheth. Despite a valiant effort they were 
unsuccessful but the team should take pride in having got further than any previous CADCAC team. 
In a Junior Match Leonie Brooks, caught roach and a bream of just under 5lbs to win with 7lbs 10oz 
and collect the £10 Geoff Wilson‟s voucher and the first Junior League Achievement Award Badge for 
weighting in a 5lb+ bag. Leonie Brooks continued her form the following day in a senior match and 
finished third with 7lb 9oz.  

Leonie‟s form continued into July winning a junior match and earning her second achievement badge 
for catching 5 different species of fish since the start of the league. Martin Chandler won a Friday 
night match landing four carp and a brace of bream for 39lb 10oz. Neil Rudd won the next Friday 
night match with 30lb 1oz of bream and roach. 

September saw John Brooks win the final leg of the Crofton Summer League with a carp, bream and 
skimmers for 22lb 6oz. John‟s win secured him the league for the second year running. Junior 
champion Leonie Brooks won the final junior match with 1lb 7oz of roach to collect a free CADCAC 
membership plus £20 of Geoff Wilson‟s vouchers. Second with a 1lb 4oz bag of roach and perch was 
Thomas Ritchie. With 13oz of bits Alex Barton earned third place.  Adam Wilkinson, Sean Wilkinson 
and Garreth Cousins each received runner up prizes of bait and tackle from Eddies Tackle Shop.  
Everyone caught fish and thoroughly enjoyed the day. 
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25 anglers fished the Croft Challenge match. In first place with a 17lb net of bream and skimmers was 
Peter Wilson who picked up a free 2011 club membership and the Crofton Challenge Trophy. 

October saw Pete win the final leg of the Summer League at Fingals Lake at Borwick with a 92lb all 
carp bag. The final league positions were 1

st
 Rob Richardson 269 points, 2

nd
 Peter Wilson 252 points 

and 3
rd

 Pete Brown 248.5 points. The trophy for the heaviest bag of fish goes to Pete Wilson with his 
92lb haul. 

The Crofton Winter League and CADCAC Winter League matches got underway with Ian Nevitt 
winning the first match with an 11lb 10oz net of skimmer bream. 

For years I have expressed concern about the decline of the Eden dace. During November when I 
received a phone call from CADCAC members Steve Dixon who told me he had recently caught 71 
dace from the river Eden at Warwick Hall.  The following week during a Borderlines training session 
Tommy Millar age 16 landed the first Eden dace I had seen in over 20 years.  After the youngsters left 
I caught my first dace for 25 years! After that it was  a fish a chuck from 3pm until it was too dark to 
see the float.  

Let‟s hope these dace are there to stay, many local angers youngsters in the 1960s, 70s and early 
80s cut their teeth on them. What‟s more many anglers travelled from across the North of England to 
fish for them; during the winter of 1985-86, 2044 anglers fished the Carlisle Angling Association water 
and yet by the winter of 1998-99 with the dace just a distant memory, that figure was down to just 53. 

You don‟t realise what you‟ve got until its gone! With those words ringing in my ears I‟m going to enjoy 
some of that fantastic grayling fishing the Eden has to offer this winter. 
Chris Bowman 
www.borderlines.org.uk   email christopher.bowman@talktalk.net   

 
Borderlines  
REDFA helped Borderlines biggest single project in 2009, providing part of the funding to run the 
Morecambe Bay project which saw 716 children take part in the classroom, dipping and fishing trips to 
Crofton Lake. We have continued to run educational programmes, dipping and fishing sessions with 
Cumbria Youth Offending Service and local schools throughout 2010 and, thanks to a “Together we 
can Fund” grant from Cumbria Community Foundation with 35 pupils at James Rennie School Carlisle 
suffering from a range of disabilities. In addition to this we ran a series of introduction to angling 
sessions for Carleton Hill Fishery owner Chris Wynne who has been a great help to Borderlines 
allowing use of both his fishery and onsite classroom for sessions. Borderlines have also been 
involved with the following projects this year:  

Working with the Carlisle Angling Association, we saw a tremendous turn out for the CAA Junior 
Anglers Day on the River Eden in Rickerby Park at the end of July. Up to 100 youngsters many 
accompanied by parents took part in a real fun family day out learning to cast and tie flies – and  
looking at freshwater life with ERT. Many youngsters also caught their first ever fish. 

Borderlines have also continued to work closely with the CADCAC which has allowed the  use of 
Crofton Lake and the new Education Centre for training local youth groups.  

 On the 22nd May 2010 the High Sheriff of Cumbria, James Carr, launched a new fishing project 
involving young people from the Wigton Youth Station. With help from Neighbourhood Policing Team,  
Cumbria Community Foundation and Cumbria High Sheriff‟s Crimebeat Fund, The Environment 
Agency, The Cumberland Building Society and the CADCAC, Borderlines have been able to set up an 
angling club for young people at the Youth Station.   

Futurefish Eden Start is an environment and angling education programme for Primary school 
children in the Eden Valley developed by S&TA in partnership with the EA and Borderlines. 165 pupils 
aged from 8-11 years old from High Hesket, Lanercost and Kirkoswald primary schools have taken 
part in river dipping, observing the life cycles of fish, casting and fishing on local fisheries. (Thanks to 
BAA, the CAA and the College beat).   The scheme closely follows existing curricula and is linked to 
school projects. Above all, it is designed with life-long learning to the fore, aiming to encourage 
participation in angling by highlighting the healthy, active lifestyle this sport promotes, as well as 
demonstrating the economic importance of healthy rivers and angling tourism to the community. 

http://www.borderlines.org.uk/
mailto:christopher.bowman@talktalk.net
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Borderlines provided tuition and equipment for the Dads and Lads initiative, run by Barnardo‟s Sure 
Start Carlisle South Children‟s Centre, aimed at getting more fathers and sons spending quality time 
together. The first trips took place at Crofton Lake and on the Solway Firth and followed recent 
research by Barnardo's Community Development Officer Zoe Etchells, which revealed how fishing 
results in a positive change in self-esteem and lowered stress levels.  

In addition to projects in the Eden catchment Borderlines have continued to work in West Cumbria 
with Impact Housing providing junior and family fishing days and Dumfries and Galloway  running 
junior fishing days for the Nith Fishings Improvement Association. We have over the last 2 years 
worked with more than 700 school children from 21 schools across the region introducing them to 
angling and making them more aware of their local river catchments, the animal and plant life that 
they support.   
Chris Bowman 
www.borderlines.org.uk   email christopher.bowman@talktalk.net 

 

 

5 EDEN RIVERS TRUST REPORT 
 
2010 has been a very busy year for Eden Rivers Trust and both the scope and scale of our 
conservation work continue to grow. Below is a short summary of some of the fishy highlights of the 
year: 
 
Fisheries  
Another successful electrofishing survey season drew to a close in early October, with 200 sites 
surveyed and around 3500 salmonids caught and measured. We have purchased some new 
lightweight electrofishing kit which makes surveying days much less arduous that in previous 
seasons. 
 
This year we have concentrated on the Trusts „target sub-catchments‟ which are the areas where we 
focus our habitat restoration work. Our aim was to survey enough sites in each area to be able to 
detect large scale improvements (or deteriorations) in fish numbers over the long term. 

In addition, we have started two trial intensive investigations. The first is to allow us to look at changes 
in fish numbers in small tributaries where fencing prevents stock from accessing the river. Fencing 
stabilises eroding banks, allows riverside vegetation to develop and in general allows wildlife and fish 
to flourish. The second intensive investigation is designed to look at all life stages of trout above a 
natural barrier to help us develop a better understanding of how the population works. 

As always we rely heavily on volunteers to complete this work, and 2010 was no exception. Many 
thanks to all those who helped out, and apologies to those that would have liked to come along but 
were rained off! We‟d also like to thank Paul and Joanna our two students who volunteered as 
Seasonal Fisheries Assistants for 2010 – both were very committed and enthusiastic and put a huge 
amount of effort into making sure the programme was completed and that volunteers enjoyed their 
days out with us. 

If you would like to volunteer to assist with our fisheries survey work in 2011 please contact the ERT 
office.  

Habitats  
By the close of the year we should have completed around 15km+ of streamside fencing on the 
Petteril, Upper Eden, Leith, Lyvennet, Trout Beck, Hoff and Helm Becks. Where possible this has 
included tree planting schemes and woodland creation.  
On the Petteril, we have been busy co-ordinating several „in-stream‟ habitat projects in and around 
the Wreay area. We have been working with the Wild Trout Trust who have been demonstrating a 
series of novel techniques using fallen trees to  address erosion issues and create habitat for juvenile 
and adult salmonids. We ran a joint training day at Wreay Woods with Cumbria Wildlife Trust to 
demonstrate these techniques to those interested in starting their own conservation projects. The day 
was a great success with over twenty people attending. 

http://www.borderlines.org.uk/
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We have just reached the end of the STREAM Project, which has run over the last three years in the 
Upper Eden and Irthing sub-catchments. 

The main achievements of the project have been the establishment of two “super-refuges” for trout in 
the Upper Eden. We have carried out habitat projects, nutrient planning and on-farm improvements in 
these areas, which were targeted after extensive surveys of the rivers and their trout populations. 
These refuges should now form a stronghold of good quality, well connected habitat and clean water 
for all life stages of trout. We will continue to monitor their progress for many years to come. 

A full project report covering the first three years of the STREAM Project will be available on our 
website in summer 2011. 

We have been working with farmers on the Moorland Beck, a tributary of the River Lyvennett, to look 
at ways of reducing pollution from farms without adversely affecting farm businesses. Four projects 
have been started which will improve farm yards and buildings to significantly reduce pollution 
entering the river. These projects include creating manure storage areas, improving cow tracks and 
separating clean and dirty water around the farm. Together with our farm planning and nutrient 
management advice, these schemes will make a big difference to the Lyvennet catchment. 

A number of barriers to fish migration were identified on the Leith. These included structures such a 
weirs, fords and pipe bridges. Two fish easements have now been completed near Shap Beck, where 
existing pipe bridges have been modified to make it easier for fish to access spawning habitats 
upstream. 

Fisheries Committee  
It was with great regret that we had to cancel our planned re-vamped Fisheries Committee on 20

th
 

October. This was due to a very poor response from fisheries interests. Ironically over half of those 
who would have liked to come on the evening came from outside the Eden! 
A lot of very hard work had gone into organising the event and sourcing a range of excellent 
speakers.  We look forward to working with REDFA to reschedule and promote the meeting in the late 
Spring of 2011. 

How good was the Eden? 
ERT Director, Simon Johnson is still trying to source archive material for his planned book on the 
history of the Eden Fishery. Simon would love to hear from anyone who has access to old records, 
books, news clippings, club minute books or angling diaries. 
 
So, how good was your season?  
We would like your views and information on the 2010 season.  
 
For many it has been a mixed bag. Numbers of salmon caught on rod and line appear to be down. 
This can probably be explained by poor fishing conditions, especially in the drought months of May 
and June. However, it will be interesting to compare and contrast the fish counter data when we 
receive it from the EA later this year.  

There have been reports of a few more sea trout caught in the lower and middle river beats and some 
trout fishermen also reported catching good numbers of salmon smolts to dry fly and nymph. On the 
whole trout fishing appears to be very good with quality fishing available throughout the entire length 
of the river. Early reports also indicate that it could be another very good grayling season too.  

ERT would love to hear from anglers regarding how their season has gone. 

 
Team Changes  
We are delighted to announce that as of August Robert Warburton became chairman of the board of 
Trustees. Robert, an organic diary farmer from Colby, brings a wealth of agricultural experience and 
important links to the industry. He takes over from Nick Lloyd who remains a trustee. Nick‟s 
contribution, drive and energy during his three years as chair has been an inspiration to us all.  
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Tom Dawson joins us as our new Habitats Officer. Also from a farming background he takes over 
from Will Cleasby who is now our Engagement Officer on a new Defra funded Demonstration Test 
Catchment Project. 

Simon Johnson 

ERT Director 
director@edenriverstrust.org.uk    www.edenriverstrust.org.uk 

 

6 EA REPORT AND DATA 

 

Salmon rod catch, 2009 

Declared salmon rod catch from the River Eden in 2009 (provisional 2010 data will not be available 
until late spring 2011) was 1,362 fish of which 764 were returned. As can be seen from the graph 
below, these catches were broadly similar to those of 2006-08, lower than those of 2004 and 2005 but 
considerably higher than those in the late 90‟s and early 2000‟s. 

 

Caldew Trap catches, 2009-10 

The Agency operates a fish trap on the River Caldew in the outskirts of Carlisle. This trap catches 

every ascending fish and all fish are counted and measured before being released upstream of the 

trap to continue their spawning migrations. It should be noted that no fish or their eggs are removed 

from here, nor have they ever been. In contrast to the catchment-wide salmon rod catches described 

above, numbers of salmon caught in the Caldew trap during the 2009-10 spawning migration were 

considerably poorer than in previous years. In all just 577 salmon were caught, the lowest number 

recorded since 1992 (Foot and Mouth disease prevented its operation in 2001). This is a considerable 

cause for concern although numbers this year (2010) appear to have improved again with over 250 

having been caught up to early November.  

 

http://www.edenriverstrust.org.uk/
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Monthly net upstream counts from Corby fish counter 

  Net up count 

Month 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

January 41 51 142 243 267 460 536 38 343 285   

February 15 70 174 19 60 28 37 8 75 84   

March 19 44 75 153 115 197 79 57 134 143 262 

April 217 194 223 322 250 222 155 214 282 336   

May 411 556 680 752 744 746 652 435 442 790 556 

June 1417 546 534 460 566 763 556 1559 1061 1577 1387 

July 1140 1300 752 636 927 490 725 95 805 1563   

August 818 586 1074 341 1419 1165 908 687 2128 1151   

September 1019 1275 797 952 1902 2267 2291 2614 1389 1394   

October 775 1408 2238 649 2887 1958 2401 1945 2822 2769   

November 940 868 994 1613 1575 636 980 1647 845 820   

December 522 376 960 607 1518 682 196 1113 996 355   

Corby fish counter 

Data from the fish counter on the River Eden near Wetheral is available for most of the period from 

2000 onwards, as below. Unfortunately much of the data for this year (2010) has yet to be quality-

assured because a malfunction with the device has resulted in large amount of “noise” being 

generated. All this data will be verified in the coming months but it is proving to be a time-consuming 

task. This problem has finally been diagnosed and rectified so future data turn-around should be 

much improved. 

Season-long net upstream counts from Corby fish counter 

(The total for 2009 is likely to be slightly higher (max 100 more) once QA ing of data is complete) 
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Year 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 

Season year 

(Feb to Jan) 
7344 7365 8744 6771 12423 9690 9018 10717 11264 10982 

 

As the above tables state, these data are net upstream counts and so are a mixture of salmon, trout, 

grayling and other species including sea lamprey (for example, sea lamprey account for some 1,000 

or more counts in early summer). Species apportionment work is ongoing so it is hoped that we will 

be able to split these counts up into species in the future. 

Additional online information 
Red vent syndrome in salmon 
Over the last five years a varying proportion of returning salmon have had swollen and /or bleeding 
vents, and this has been attributed to a small parasitic worm called Anisakis simplex. However, it is 
unclear why this is affecting fish vents. The website below contains a link to a severity guide (with 
pictures) and anglers are encouraged to report any salmon showing this condition to the Agency at 
the email address given there. 
 
Salmon with red vent syndrome may be eaten providing they are thoroughly cooked. If eaten raw (eg 
smoked or gravadlax) they should be frozen at –20C for at least 24 hours. 
 
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/research/library/publications/108274.aspx 
 
Annual assessment of salmon stocks 
The latest EA / CEFAS annual assessment of salmon stocks report is available online at the link 
below. 
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/research/library/publications/124281.aspx.  
 
Andy Gowans 

 

 
7 ARTICLES AND ITEMS OF INTEREST 
 
Extracts from the River Eden Board of Conservators report 1950 
The following extracts show that the past was not always the halcyon days some would have us 
believe! 
 
The rod salmon catches are particularly interesting showing a broadly similar number of salmon in 

total. However most were caught in the spring and the average weight was over 15lbs. 

“The fairly high waters at the commencement of the season caused most of the salmon to run through 

to the waters above Carlisle, and owing to the continuously discoloured water caused by the 

catchment board’s dredging at Etterby, Carlisle only a few fish were caught with rod and line in the 

Stainton and Cargo waters, which waters are being completely ruined‖. 

―The Haaf Net fishermen in the public waters of the Solway had an extremely bad season with few 

salmon and almost a dearth of sea trout‖. 

―The river nets had a very poor year. Brown trout fishing was fair and showed improvement‖. 

―Sea trout was a complete failure‖. 

The following is a comparative table of the salmon caught during the past 10 years. 

http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/research/library/publications/108274.aspx
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/research/library/publications/124281.aspx
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Rods 

Year Jan Feb Mar Apr May June Jul Aug Sept Oct 

Total no 

caught 

Total 

weight in 

lbs 

Average 

weight in 

lbs 

1941 28 94 248 160 99 53 9 6 10 19 726 11008 15.16253 

1942 60 238 323 263 134 54 8 4 18 37 1139 19238 16.89025 

1943 84 238 145 217 163 53 59 60 70 43 1132 17933 15.84187 

1944 83 268 298 284 107 43 26 5 34 55 1203 17735 14.74231 

1945 35 228 267 147 95 45 13 4 21 19 874 13737 15.71739 

1946 20 113 189 105 33 19 17 3 25 56 580 8735 15.06034 

1947 53 61 120 317 229 55 32 10 29 45 951 13809 14.5205 

1948 115 290 296 414 194 91 95 36 102 73 1706 24151 14.15651 

1949 94 267 519 415 165 68 23 16 8 5 1580 26807 16.96646 

1950 96 276 329 323 203 38 17 12 21 20 1335 19576 14.66367 

Anglers Monitoring Initiative 

The Riverfly Partnership (RP) is a network of more than 50 partner organisations representing 
anglers, conservationists, entomologists, scientists, water course managers and relevant statutory 
bodies, working together to protect the water quality of our rivers, increase our knowledge of riverfly 
populations and actively conserve their habitats. The Salmon & Trout Association (S&TA) host the RP 
on behalf of the Partners as part of S&TA‟s active engagement in the management and conservation 
of the aquatic environment. 
 
The Riverfly Partnership: 

- Delivers the Anglers Monitoring Initiative (AMI) 

- Publishes easy to use guides to the riverfly groups 

- Implements species conservation work 

- Forges academic links to further research  

- Leads the primary portal for riverfly information 
 
The nationally endorsed Anglers Monitoring Initiative launched in 2007 in response to the 
demonstrated demand from groups to have an informed dialogue on the biological water quality of 
their local rivers with the statutory bodies. The programme trains interested groups at one-day 
workshops to monitor the water quality of their local rivers, using a standard 3 minute kick sample as 
used by the Environment Agency (EA)/Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) and recording 
the presence and abundance of seven groups of riverflies. The riverflies are pollution sensitive and 
are commonly heralded as the canaries of our rivers. 
 
The benefits of the initiative include: 

- Identifying falls in water quality and alerting the EA/SEPA to further investigation; 

- Acting as a deterrent to incidental polluters; 

- Generating long term biological data of UK rivers that can be used to monitor change. 
 
There are more than 300 sample sites being monitored regularly across the UK. Case studies show 
how pollution events first identified by the monitoring groups have led to successful EA prosecution of 
the companies responsible, and demonstrate the effective collaboration between the monitoring 
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groups and the statutory bodies in helping to ensure the good ecological status of our rivers as 
required by the Water Framework Directive. The initiative is commonly cited as an example of best 
practice in conservation and the effective partnership of citizen scientists and statutory bodies.  
 
New groups are encouraged to join the AMI. For further information contact The Riverfly Partnership.  
Bridget Peacock  

www.riverflies.org  
  

Angling Trust 

Extracts from Angling Trust News Autumn Winter 2010  

Many people said that it would be impossible to set up a single organisation to represent anglers of all 

disciplines. It has indeed been difficult, but with the support of our members and generous donors, we 

have succeeded, The Angling Trust is now firmly established and much of the hard work involved in 

setting it up is now complete. We are very grateful to everyone who has continued to support us and 

to all the new members who have joined us over the past year. 

Here are a few highlights of the past year: 

 Securing support from all three parties for our Angling Manifesto on the eve of the General 
Election 

 Getting the Fisheries Minister to agree to designate a senior civil servant as a point of contact 
for the Angling Trust  to represent recreational sea anglers’ concerns 

 Winning six fresh water environmental campaigns ranging from barriers to fish migration to 
surface water pollution 

 Fighting successfully for more than £30,000 in compensation for two angling clubs on the 
River Wharfe affected by pollution and continuing to pursue a further 65 legal cases on behalf 
of our members 

 Providing legal advice on more that 210 separate matters for member angling clubs, 
syndicates and individual riparian owners on issues ranging from access to zander 

 Applying alongside WWF—UK for a Judicial Review by Defra for the failure of the 
Environment Agency’s River Basin Management plans to implement the Water Framework 
Directive 

 Launching two new national angling competitions and finding £30,000 sponsorship for the un-
sponsored England coarse angling teams 

 Successfully delivering a pilot project to address poaching and illegal fishing in the Swindon 
area through our Building Bridges project. 

 Supporting a nationwide Crimestoppers initiative to protect fish health by providing a 
confidential helpline for anglers to report illegal fish movement and import 

 Launching the Fred J Taylor Award for environmental stewardship to promote the work that 
anglers do to protect and improve the environment. 

 
We’re beginning to develop a track record of success in many areas. There remains a huge amount 

to do but we now have the foundations in place to build the organisation so that it can achieve more 

for all anglers and angling. 

More angling clubs, riparian owners and fisheries continue to join us every week and as a result of 

this growth we are developing a new membership package with even better value insurance. We will 

write to all our members in these categories with more details of the new subscription rates in the very 

near future.  

We have also negotiated a fantastic new benefit for our individual members; every member now 

qualifies for a big discount on all sea game and coarse fishing tackle bought from our new trade 

partner Angling Direct on line and in their shops.  Their website (www.anglingdirect.co.uk) is easy to 

use and standards of customer service are excellent. There’s more information on page 3. 

http://www.riverflies.org/
http://www.anglingdirect.co.uk/
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Members also continue to receive free public liability insurance for all their angling activities worldwide 

(excluding USA and Canada) and are still eligible to join our Fish for Free loyalty programme with 

includes more that 200 retailers.  Points collected can be redeemed for fishing tackle, the EA rod 

licence or donated to the Angling Trust. 

Therefore as well as supporting all our work you can easily save much more than the cost of 
membership by shopping with our partners. 
Mark Lloyd 

 

Hydropower 

Extracts from an article by Alan Butterworth of the Angling Trust in the IFM magazine(summer edition 

of “Fish”) 

The ―green rush‖ to develop hydropower, especially small run-of-river schemes, has received two new 

incentives in recent months. The first was the introduction on 1
st
 April of feed-in tariffs. This 

guarantees developers of hydropower an assured price of between 11p and almost 20p per kWh 

generated, inflation-proofed for the next 20 years, irrespective of whether the electricity is export to 

the grid or used locally. The smallest schemes (and potentially most damaging) receive the highest 

rate. 

The second incentive in England and Wales comes from the Environment Agency’s overt promotion 

of hydropower through its publication of a ―hydro opportunity mapping study‖ which over-exaggerates 

the generation possibilities and its efforts to streamline the hydropower application process. Whilst 

streamlining the cumbersome process is not an issue per se, it must not be done by cutting corners of 

appropriate environment safeguards. 

The range of possible impacts of run-of-river hydropower on fisheries was described in a previous 

issue of FISH. Perhaps the biggest issue is on migration. 

Almost all schemes require an impounding structure to create the head of water  to facilitate 

abstraction to a separate channel. Whilst some high head schemes may require installing a new weir, 

most developments use the existing structures – nearly 26,000 in England Wales alone according to 

the EA’s recent study many of which are the legacy of the historic use of water for power. The Water 

Framework Directive recognises impoundments as a ―specific pressure‖ and highlights issues 

including fragmentation of fish populations, obstructions to passage, sediment flow and water quality. 

With impoundments, size may not matter; one less than a meter high can be as impassable to 

upstream fish passage as one tens of meters in height. Clearly the best solution for riverine ecology 

and fisheries is the obstruction’s removal, but the construction of a hydro scheme will prevent that 

option for at least the next 50 years, It is ironic to consider that it is natural or re-naturalised river 

systems that will be the most resilient and adaptable to future climate change. 

Even the World Bank which has been responsible for financing the construction of some of the most 

damaging dams throughout the world, is calling for the restoration and protection of rivers as an 

essential strategy for addressing the consequences of climate change. Many countries – including the 

USA and many in Europe such as Sweden, France and Germany have a programme to remove 

obstructions even those with economically viable hydro schemes. Denmark is removing the majority 

of obstructions, whether for hydro or fish farms in the name of improving connectivity in relation to the 

WFD. Whilst it is recognised that some, maybe a majority, of obstructions cannot be removed for a 

variety of reasons, the IFM’s recently published position statement on hydropower urges prioritisation 

for removal, where feasible over the development of hydropower. 
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Hydropower is regarded by many, including Planning Authorities as ―green‖. It clearly is not. The EA 

justifies its stance on hydropower by pointing to the principle aims and objective of the Environment 

Act (1995); ―in discharging its functions so to protect or enhance the environment taken as a hole, as 

to make the contribution towards attaining the objective of achieving sustainable development! 

Whether run of river will be considered sustainable by future generations is highly debatable. Will 

ecologists and fishery managers in 30 or so years see their inability to improve river morphology, 

continuity and adaptability to climate change a good trade for the minimal amount of electricity 

generated? If the Nation hasn’t solved its energy situation by then the significant amount produced by 

this type of hydropower will be of little consequence. 

Blueprint for Water 

The Blueprint for Water was produced by the main environmental NGO‟s. Here are some extracts 

Water is our most precious natural resource. It is vital to people‟s health and happiness, vital for 
the environment and our wildlife and vital to our economy. 
Our water environment is in crisis. Providing enough clean, sage water is becoming ever more 
difficult and expensive and climate change is increasing the challenge. Our rivers and lakes are 
under pressure form pollution and abstraction while most of our wetlands have been lost to 
drainage. 
 
It need not be this way. The Blueprint for Water offers an alternative. An alternative where we are 
less wasteful of our water; where we keep our rivers flowing, clean and healthy and our wetlands 
wet.  Where the water we use is priced fairly and those who pollute it are made to pay; where our 
waste is properly treaded and not washed straight into waterways. 
The Government has made a commitment to meet the objectives of the Water Framework 
Directive, which says the ecology of our waters must be restored to health by 2015. This Blueprint 
sets out the steps needed to meet this target.  

 
10 steps to sustainable water by 2015 

 Waste less water 
Reduce water consumption by at least 20% through more efficient use in homes, buildings 
and businesses 

 Keep our rivers flowing and wetlands wet 
Amend or revoke those water abstraction licences that damage rivers, lakes and wetlands 

 Price water fairly 
Make household water bills reflect the amount of water people use 

 Make polluters pay 
Ensure that those who damage the water environment bear the costs through more 
effective law enforcement and tougher penalties 

 Stop pollutants contaminating our water 
Introduce targeted regulations to reduce harmful pollutants in water 

 Keep sewage out of homes and rivers and off beaches 
Upgrade the sewage system to reduce discharges of sewage into urban environments and 
ecologically sensitive areas 

 Support water-friendly farming - Support and reward farmers who deliver healthy rivers, lakes, 
ponds and wetlands, and provide a range of other benefits to society. 

 Slow, manage and clean drainage from roads and buildings - Create a modern urban 
drainage network that can mitigate surface water flooding and trap pollution. 

 Protect and restore catchments from source to sea - Protect, and restore rivers, lakes, ponds 
and wetlands in partnership with local communities. 

 Retain water on floodplains and wetlands - Restore large areas of wetland and floodplain 
to create and link vital wildlife habitats, improve water quality, protect soil carbon and 
reduce urban flooding. 

 
The Blueprint sets out some examples of opportunities to make things better: 

 £200million – the annual cost of treating agricultural pollution in public water 

 30% - individual water usage increase since 1970 

http://www.wcl.org.uk/blueprint_2_waste_less_water.asp
http://www.wcl.org.uk/blueprint_3.asp
http://www.wcl.org.uk/blueprint_4.asp
http://www.wcl.org.uk/blueprint_5.asp
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 500 rivers lakes and wetlands in England at risk of damage from excessive water withdrawals 

 70% of our rivers cannot support a sustainable population of salmon 

 40% of recorded pollution incidents – source not identified 

 80% of European countries have universal water metering 


