
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
The Marine Bill sets out in legislation the 
proposals which were widely supported last 
year in ‘A Sea Change’ (the Marine Bill White 
Paper). We are publishing our proposals in 
draft to enable public scrutiny which will help 
ensure that the legislation we put to 
Parliament is as good as possible. 
At the heart of our proposals is a new marine 
planning system which will enable us to take 
a strategic approach to managing activities in 
our waters. It will benefit all those who use 
our seas and will be important for securing 
the maximum sustainable benefits from our 
marine resources, while ensuring we can 
provide proper protection for them. There are 
new powers to enable us to put in place a  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
network of marine conservation zones to 
protect  marine life where it is needed. There 
are also important reforms to a range of 
marine, migratory and freshwater fisheries 
management arrangements. New marine 
licensing rules will also be created, together 
with a new  organisation to bring together 
many of these new arrangements so as to 
ensure better marine management. 

We are also taking this opportunity to bring 
forward proposals for greater access to the 
English coast.  The coast is an important 
landscape which attracts over 70 million trips 
each year. The Marine Bill will build on existing 
access legislation to create a route around the 
coast of England. 
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The draft Marine Bill is a first for the UK.  It will provide for the  protection of our seas and will 
enhance our ability to balance the pressures on them.  And it will create a healthier, productive 
and more  biologically diverse marine environment. 
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Marine planning 
The draft Bill allows us to deliver a new 
marine planning system so that we can  
plan effectively for the competing activities 
in our seas. As a first step, we’ll be setting 
out our long-term marine objectives in a 
Marine Policy Statement for the UK. These 
objectives will guide the preparation of 
marine plans, which will set out more 
detailed local policies based on information 
about the local marine environment and the 
local uses of the sea. Plans will be used by 
regulators to ensure that decisions are 
based on consistent, sound evidence, 
clearly set out policies and a firm foundation 
of consultation and discussion with 
stakeholders. 
 
Marine licensing  
Licensing delivers sustainable development, 
nature conservation and planning objectives. 
The proposals in the draft Bill will simplify the 
system for licensing activities in the seas so 
that, as far as possible, there is a one stop 
shop for each project.  Our reforms will let us 
look at applications in the round, to consider 
all the costs and benefits at the same time, 
and make better, faster decisions. 
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Marine Management Organisation 
A Marine Management Organisation (MMO) 
will be created to deliver marine functions for 
the UK Government. The MMO will be an 
independent Non-Departmental Public body 
charged with contributing to sustainable 
development. Its work will include preparing 
marine plans, licensing marine development, 
fisheries management, furthering Marine 
Conservation Zone (MCZ) objectives and 

enforcing fisheries, nature conservation and 
licensing legislation. 
 

 
 
Access to coastal land 
Everyone will have the right to walk around all 
of the English coast. The draft Bill improves 
access for all to coastal land by providing for 
the opening of a long distance route – the 
English coastal route – and people will also 
have access to coastal land alongside the 
route, such as beaches, cliffs, rocks and 
dunes, for open-air recreation on foot. There 
will be some areas of coastal land where 
access will be excluded – for example, 
developed land, most Ministry of Defence land, 
railways and quarries.  The route will be moved 
back if affected by coastal erosion. 
 

 
                                                                                                
 
                                                       
 
 

What’s in the Marine Bill? 
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Marine nature conservation 
Marine conservation zones (MCZs) – a new 
type of marine protected area – will be 
introduced by the draft Bill which will allow 
us to protect nationally important habitats 
and species.  
MCZs will be designated to protect rare, 
threatened and representative habitats 
throughout our seas, with sites close 
enough together for species to move 
between them. We want all communities 
and sea-users to have a say in the design 
of the network and identification of potential 
sites. The draft Bill will protect these MCZs 
through placing duties on public bodies to 
further the conservation objectives set for 
each site, for example by preventing 
activities from damaging the sites. 
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Marine fisheries 
Improving the management of marine 
fisheries will allow more effective action to 
be taken to conserve marine ecosystems 
and help achieve a sustainable and 
profitable fisheries sector. The draft Bill will 
reform inshore fisheries management, 
replacing Sea Fisheries Committees with 
newly created Inshore Fisheries and 
Conservation Authorities. It will make 
improvements to shellfish management and 
extend conservation controls to previously 
unregulated fishing activities.  Existing 
powers to charge for commercial fishing 
licences will be modified so that such 
charges can be introduced more flexibility in 
future.   

 
 
Migratory and freshwater fisheries 
The draft Bill modernises powers for the 
licensing, authorisation and management of  
inland fisheries; provides for the  introduction 
of byelaws in emergency situations; and allows 
for the Environment Agency to implement a 
new scheme to manage the movement of live 
fish. These new flexible tools will allow inland 
fisheries in England and Wales to be managed 
in a modern way; providing for the protection of 
stocks, the sustainability of fisheries and 
reflecting the importance of fishing to the rural 
economy.  
 
Marine enforcement 
Enforcement powers will be streamlined and 
modernised. The draft Bill introduces a 
common set of powers for officers enforcing 
fisheries, nature conservation and licensing 
legislation. This will give teeth to the provisions 
in the Bill and will help those being inspected 
to be clear about the powers enforcement 
officers have.  
 
Administrative penalties 
Financial administrative penalties for domestic 
fisheries offences and a civil sanctions scheme 
for licensing and nature conservation offences 
will be introduced by the draft Bill. Together, 
with  enforcement tools ranging from advice to 
prosecution, these will give enforcement 
officers tools to deal with offences in a 
proportionate, flexible and risk-based manner. 
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What’s in the Marine Bill? 



We’re publishing the draft Marine Bill so 
that everyone with an interest in the marine 
environment has the opportunity to discuss 
the overall package of reforms as well as 
the detail of the specific proposals. 

It’s important to get this complex legislation 
right and to make sure that the final 
package of reforms makes sense to those 
who will have to work with it. That’s why 
we’ve outlined as far as possible how we 
plan it working in practice.  

The draft Bill will go for pre-legislative 
Scrutiny by Parliament in the Summer. This 
involves thorough discussion by a 
Committee of the House, and also gives 
people and organisations with an interest in 
the Bill the opportunity to give their views to 
the Committee.  
 
The timetable and sitting days will be 
announced on the Parliament website. 
 
After pre-legislative scrutiny we’ll be 
amending the draft Bill as necessary. It will 
then be introduced to Parliament when the 
parliamentary timetable allows. We are 

already starting to work on implementation of 
all the measures to help to deliver our vision of 
‘clean, healthy, safe, productive and 
biologically diverse oceans and seas’ and to 
improve coastal access. 
 
We welcome your views on whether our 
proposals in the Bill will deliver the outcomes 
we all want to see.  You can read the draft 
Marine Bill and its Impact Assessment at 
www.defra.gov.uk/marine/legislation. 

Marine Bill – the next steps. 

 

 

Please send your comments  
by 26 June 2008 to: 

 
Marine Bill team, 

Marine Environment Division,  
Defra 

Area 2C, Nobel House, 17 Smith Square, 
London, SW1P 3JR 

 
Or e-mail us at: 

MarineBillTeam@defra.gsi.gov.uk 
 

 


