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Chairman’s Report  

As you all aware 2014 was my first year as REDFA Chairman and it has certainly thrown up 
many challenges, not least the review of the membership contributions and business plan. 
Some members believe REDFA is taking the wrong direction on issues that should be covered 
by other bodies. However much of the resource that was available has been cut from 
government bodies and we strongly believe that REDFA must be the voice for the river on 
many of the problems we are facing. The backing from the vast majority of the membership 
has confirmed that many people believe that this is the case too. 

The Eden Fishery Plan that was set up to protect and enhance our fish stocks, therefore 
improve our fishing for several species. This is in partnership with the EA, Natural England 
and Eden River Trust and has demanded a great deal of time and effort from REDFA, in 
particular Mike Ashwin. Without funding and enhanced subscriptions this would not be 
possible. A great deal of the REDFA business is taken up through voluntary arrangement, 
however the voluntary resource only goes so far and individuals should not be expected to 
give up 2 or 3 days per week of their own time through a voluntary arrangement. 

I couldn’t agree more that REDFA has changed direction in the last couple of years but this is 
due to a directional change on Government Bodies in terms of cut backs and there is 
certainly no sign of this changing in the future. REDFA has got to be the organisation that is 
lobbying for the river and that includes issues faced on predation, fish stocks within the river 
and estuary, planning applications for hydro power projects, water abstraction and so on 
and so on. 

On the fishing front, 2014 will certainly go down as one to forget in terms of salmon fishing 
with all the beats reporting a large drop in catches from a poor 2013 season. Measures have 
been introduced for rod fisheries and net fisheries through EA rules or voluntary 
arrangement to try and help protect fragile stocks. On a more positive note there was large 
numbers of herling about on the lower river so let’s just hope they all return in the seasons 
ahead as mature adults.  

The trout fishing has been very good in most areas and the conditions throughout the 
summer certainly helped. The various club reports that we have received, Lower to Upper 
River have been positive. The grayling fishing over the winter was a washout for most again 
due to high river levels. Those that did manage to get a cast had a varied degree of success. 
Let’s hope all of us have a good 2015 season. 

I would like to thank everyone that has helped and supported me in my first year and hope 
that will the case over the next year as we are facing some tough challenges ahead. Thanks 
to all REDFA committee, officers and members and partners for the work and commitment 
in 2014. On behalf of all of us I would also like to welcome Daniel Brazier, the newly 
appointed ERT Catchment Fisheries & Restoration Specialist. I am sure his wealth of 
knowledge will benefit the whole of the river and we are all looking forward to working 
together on projects throughout the Eden system. 

Tight lines for 2015.  Paul Davidson 

 



Secretary`s Report 
2014 will be remembered for many different reasons, some of which conspired to make this 
a testing year for Clubs and REDFA on our wild river. I sometimes wonder how different our 
lives would be managing a landlocked put and take fishery ! 
 Fish were difficult to locate in near drought conditions that persisted from July up to the end 
of September. But it is pleasing that the spring and early summer months were productive as 
evidenced in this year`s reports. 
 
I wrote in my 2013 report that I expected 2014 to be a year when we got underway with a 
number of work programmes and projects. REDFA tackled some if not all as intended and 
took on some that came out of the blue and created considerable extra work. 
We are certainly facing some big challenges ahead at a time when some of the EA`s 
frontline fisheries improvement and development work is being pared back. The reality is 
that we will have to step up to the task of strengthening our own interests if we are to 
safeguard the viability of our own fisheries. 
 
The Eden Angler Survey reached a lot of potential new anglers and drew the views and 
comments of Clubs, Fishery Owners and rods. We have yet to capitalise on the report 
findings. We received a response of over 2400 anglers and many provided their contact 
details and showed a willingness to receive further information and volunteer help.  
 
Migratory Conservation Measures came into play at the close of the lifting of the spring 
restriction on salmon and Paul and Nigel with CAA were instrumental in coordinating this. 
2015 sees the implementation of voluntary salmon carcass tagging to further protect stocks. 
 
Predation by Cormorants and Goosander emerged as a big concern in different sections of 
the river.  REDFA became the first catchment to apply and receive an Area Management 
Licence for the control of these species and we are the only licence holder in England for 
Goosander on the strength of our Bird Count data – both historic and the resumed counts in 
2014. We have an allocation that is 5 times our 2013 quota with extended periods to cover 
smolt migrations. This has been a big undertaking and I believe we have discharged our 
responsibilities well in this first pilot year. 
 
A good deal of energy went into promoting and coordinating a Junior Angler day on AAA`s 
water jointly with PAA, AAA & KSDAA. Borderlines and their instructors ran this smoothly 
and with enthusiasm, whilst J. Norris provided some generous sponsorship. The comments 
we received during and after the event from the 40 or so youngsters and parents made this 
a special day. 
 
Lowther is a growing attraction, but Sunday`s predicted wet stormy conditions arrived  and 
dampened the second days visitor numbers. The fishing island is a fantastic venue and with 
encouragement and fresh ideas can continue to build and draw new anglers to the river that 
we desperately need.  
 
A number of important faces within REDFA and representing clubs stand down this year. 
Amongst these Nick Lloyd and Martyn Bell receive our gratitude and very best wishes. Nick`s 
work extended across ERT`s formative years as well as considerable technical and 



 

professional involvement with YFF and REDFA.  
 
The administrative and organisational workload required in running our clubs and 
associations is certainly not diminishing and seems to fall on the committed few. Somehow 
we need to reach and tap into those members that can share this burden and reenergise us.  
 
The scope of REDFA`s work in increasingly wide. Consultations on all matters water related 
is hugely time consuming and the threats and pressures on our fisheries from new 
development and its planning framework an unwelcome part of our role. We have seen and 
responded to incursions from Hydro schemes, water abstraction licensing and energy grid 
networks in our catchment this year. 
REDFA with the support and recommendation of the GPC is seeking to provide a solid 
framework to deliver its commitment to the Eden Fisheries Plan, and with it the technical 
and administrative resource required of a professional and competent fisheries organisation. 
The 2015 Business Plan sets out the financing for this and members will vote for adoption or 
otherwise at the AGM on the 12th February. This would be a major step and milestone for 
REDFA and the River Eden. 
 
Our partner organisations to the Plan (ERT, EA & NE) have all faced major disruptions this 
year with their own restructuring plans which caused some delays to the Plan`s progress.   
Simon and ERT now have newly appointed Fisheries & Catchment Strategy Managers 
working closely with REDFA and we hope this will quickly filter through to closer cooperation 
with individual clubs and fisheries striving to improve their waters. 
 
My thanks go to the REDFA Committee and its Officers and Members for the work done this 
year and to Paul in this, his first year in post.   We have some very dedicated partners and 
colleagues working for the river and I hope our combined efforts will bring real results.    
 
We are at the start of a new season which I hope will see a little warmth on our backs and 
with good luck a few long awaited rod bending moments 
 
Mike Ashwin 
 
 

          
 

   



REDFA  Accounts and earlier year comparisons to year ending  31.10.14 

       Income 
  

2013 - 2014 2012 - 2013 2011 - 2012 2010 - 2011 

       Riparian Owners 
 

£389.00 £439.00 £424.00 £286.00 

Clubs 
  

£388.00 £388.00 £392.00 £392.00 

Members 
  

£412.50 £402.00 £464.00 £422.00 
Environment Agency(paid in 
error) 

  
£300.00 

 

       Donations 
  

£592.00 £5,170.00 £384.92 £325.00 

Raffle (at A.G.M.) 
 

£20.00 £75.00 £68.00 
 

       TOTAL: 
  

£1,801.50 £6,474.00 £2,032.92 £1,425.00 

       Expenditure 

     

       Honorarium (Secretary AGB) £300.00 £350.00 £350.00 £350.00 

Honorarium (Treasurer) 
 

£300.00 £300.00 £300.00 £325.00 

Stationary/Postage 
 

£81.84 £166.59 £95.13 £22.07 

Angling Trust 
 

£55.00 £55.00 
 

£50.00 

A.G.M 
  

£58.95 £112.00 £146.00 £190.00 

Raffle 
     

£40.00 
Eden Rivers Trust (Room 
hire) £150.00 £150.00 £100.00 £200.00 

Webpage Management 
 

£200.00 £200.00 £200.00 £200.00 

NWFCC 
   

£100.00 £40.00 
 Cup engraving 

  
£14.95 £21.95 

 Trout Summit 
   

£250.00 
 Salmon Summit (Scotby) 

 
£138.27 £98.00 

 Summit (Newbiggin) 
  

£75.00 
  Summit (Wreay) 

 
£90.54 

   Retirement gift(Bob Bradney) 
  

£50.00 
 Retirement gift (Ian Gregg) £100.00 

   Environment Agency (cheque repayment) 
 

£300.00 
 Lowther Show Expenses £72.69 £38.09 

  Other (under investigation) 
 

£300.00 
  Other (Direct debit) 

  
£120.00 

  TOTAL: 
  

£1,409.02 £2,035.90 £1,951.08 £1,377.07 

       Surplus 
  

£392.48 £4,438.10 £81.84 £47.93 

       Bank transfer (29.08.14) to Cumberland Building Society (Instant Access): £4000 

       Account Balances at 31.10.14 
    H.S.B.C. 

   
£1,646.23 

  Cumberland Building Society (Bedson Legacy)  £15,417,62 
  Cumberland Building Society (Instant Access) £4,000.00 
  

       TOTAL: 
   

£21,063.85 
   

 
      



Treasurers Report    
     We have made a small surplus of £392.48.  

   We need to try and generate additional income and continue to monitor our expenditure 
 We would like to thank John Norris of Penrith for their donation to the junior fishing event,  

and also the clubs who also contributed to this event. We are also grateful for those 
 donations received over the year. 

     

 

 

                  

 



Appleby Angling Association  -  Secretary Report for AGM of 5th December 2014 

There have been 5 committee meetings this year, February, April, July, September and October. 

We have gained new water by renting the Kings Arms stretch at Oustenstand Bridge and negotiated 
with new owners of Castlebank for existing use. Bolton Willows stretch is still being rented but we 
are awaiting the Eden Grove to see if this is still feasible. (the property auction was held on the 4th 
December) 

REDFA through Natural England, coordinated a bird count a bird count as there had been no survey 
for 7 years.  Our participation took place in March and November and we will be seeking a licence 
for Management control through the REDFA Area licence in September 2015. 

Restocking of Howgill took place, and a working party cleared pond weed beforehand. Catch returns 
have also been requested. 
The river was not restocked this year and although mixed reports have been given, it seems that fish 
stocks are improving and the river is healthy. 

REDFA held a Junior Fishing Day on A.A. water in June and attracted 38 young anglers and was 
deemed to be a successful day. 

A Vice President Mr Don Jocelyn sadly passed away. 

New maps have been purchased correcting any changes in A.A waters.                                             
Mike Ashwin, representing REDFA, has attended to give information/updates and answer any 
questions about the development of The Eden Fisheries Plan. 
 
A survey by EA was carried out at Home Farm in August in relation to the gravel beds. This is 
ongoing. 
 
Irene Dawson   AAA Secretary  

Brampton Angling Association  -  Annual Report 2014 Season 

The season on the River Irthing and the Gelt got off to a slow start due to the cold March weather.  
June and August proved to be the best months with reports of good catches throughout. 

The F Latimer trophy for the best grayling was won with a fish of sixteen inches, photographed and 
returned to the water. The Dryden trophy for the best brown trout was won with a fish of 2lb 6.5oz. 
Many other similar fish were recorded on the catch returns but not entered for the competitions. 
The catch returns showed that more than 95% of the fish recorded were returned to the water. 
There were a number of reports of eels being caught, a small number of chub and most surprisingly 
a couple of perch! 

Some members have carried out kick sampling on a number of occasions and at various locations. 
Results have been encouraging with fly life generally being found to be prolific, with the exception of 
one or two locations which gave cause for concern.  Access to the river bank is becoming 



increasingly difficult with the growth of willows and the Himalayan Balsam. This is particularly 
noticeable in the areas fenced off by ERT. 

Income from subscriptions was slightly down on the previous year, however subscriptions have been 
kept at the same level with no increase now for the seventh successive year.  

Members are concerned with the direction that REDFA appears to be taking as outlined in the 
Business Plan . The feeling being that there was much duplication of work carried out by other 
bodies, and a continuing preoccupation with salmon fishing in the river Eden to the exclusion of 
other interests. The imposition of a club levy was a particular ‘bone of contention’ being a fivefold 
increase in subscription. The levy was discussed at length at the AGM. Following a vote it was 
decided to pay the levy for the 2015 season, but after this twelve month trial BAA would revert to 
the former level of subscription, or be forced to leave REDFA.                            

The Brampton AA website is changed and can now be found at www.bramptonangling.co.uk 

W D Candeland   BAA  Secretary   

Carlisle Angling Association report 2014 

The 2014 Salmon Season must go down as one of the poorest CAA has had on record.  No spring 
run of any note appeared and as the season progressed both summer and autumn fish failed to 
appear in any significant numbers.  The long period of low water did not help and even when 
water did arrive few fish were taken off the back of it. 

Sea trout sport was very sporadic. There were some large fish evident in some pools early on, but 
early summer fish seemed to be low in numbers. However as the summer progressed a late run 
appeared giving sport until late August for those members continuing night fishing 

The Brown Trout has been good though, early season nymph fishing saw some good bags taken 
and with large hatches of Grannom and Olives surface sport increased. If you were lucky enough 
to be on the water in the summer, at the right time some excellent dry fly sport was had when the 
first hatches Iron Blue Duns and Olive Uprights appeared. However as drought conditions took 
hold of the river this sport slowed down as well until August when the falls of Black Gnat was 
tremendous.  

Nigel Austin   C AA Secretary  

Carlisle and District Coarse Angling Club 2014 

The Club continued its ongoing commitment to improve Crofton Lake and surrounding land for both 
angling and wildlife. Eradication of rhododendron bushes, trimming and coppicing bank side bushes 
and trees in line with their Woodland Management Plan and Micro Chalk spreading to help reduce 
organic silt all took place. The Club’s social inclusion policy seeks to ensure that everyone can enjoy 
the Lake, the Environment Agency funded disabled fishing platforms installed in 2013 and the club’s 
education centre were used for fishing sessions by the Beavers, Cumbria Cerebral Palsy and Wigton 
Youth Station in 2014. The Club continues working with Borderlines to get more young people 
participating in angling. 

http://www.bramptonangling.co.uk/


In January Willie Sawyers won the final Crofton Winter League match. Keswick’s Bob Youdale went 
into the match 5 points behind league leader Martin Chandler, unfortunately both anglers failed to 
catch in the final match which meant Martin became CADCAC Crofton Winter League champion and 
Willie Sawyers pipped Bob on points for the runners up spot. Between matches the programme of 
winter work parties continued with maintenance and improvement works around Crofton Lake. The 
Club also held matches at Broom Fishery near Annan and Borwick Fishery.  

In February in the final Winter League match on Crofton Lake favourites for the Winter League title 
Martin Chandler and Peter Wilson finished first and second. Martin’s roach/bream hybrid and roach 
tipped the scales at 1lb 5oz and Pete’s mixed bag weighed in at 6lb. Pete won the match but Martin 
held on to his lead and clinched the CADCAC Winter League by just half a point, finishing with 269½ 
to Pete’s 269 points.  

During March at Crofton carp were being caught by club members and youngsters from Wigton 
Youth Station caught perch to 12oz.  

The Annual General Meeting and presentation of trophies took place in April at the Conservative 
Club, Spencer Street, Carlisle. 

In May Toby Gibson won the Club’s Champion of Champions match at Crofton Lake with several 
bream for 16lb. 

At Crofton Lake in June Martin Chandler caught a 22½lb common carp using a floating dog biscuit 
as bait. The Club’s Crofton League match was won by Ian Nevitt with a bag of bream and one carp 
for 21lb. Martin Chandler won the first All Night carp match at Crofton Lake with seven carp for 48lb 
7oz. June also saw a pollution incident at Crofton (one of many during the year) assistance from the 
Environment Agency ensured only a limited fish kill.  

In July 1000 small mirror and common carp, 234 small tench and 110 small tench were stocked at 
Crofton Lake, reports also indicate that the lakes rudd population has exploded with lots of small 
rudd being caught by pleasure anglers. Club bailiff and coach Jim Porter of Thursby landed a 21lb 
common carp on the pole! Round 4 of the club’s Summer League was held at Borwick Fishery.  

August saw Willie Sawyers continue his domination of the Club's Summer Friday Night League at 
Crofton Lake. Willie won his 6th match out of the 10 match league with a mixed bag weighing 1lb 
2oz. He finished with a total of 390 points from Brian Irving on 340 and Gerald Carswell on 249. Also 
at Crofton Jimmy Porter won a CADCAC Summer League match with 13lb. However Jim suffered a 
mishap whilst transferring a double figure carp from his landing net to his keep net that could have 
cost him dearly. Jim missed his keep net and returned the carp to the lake! Speaking to Jim about 
the incident after the match he told me “I just wanted to give everyone a sporting chance”! Shaun 
Corless won the Crofton Summer league "Float Only" match with 9lb of silvers, tench and small carp. 
CADCAC also travelled to Whittle Dene for a Summer League match and the Club’s Pairs match was 
fished at Borwick.  

September saw Ian Nevitt win the Crofton Summer league match with 5lb 4oz. Former club junior 
champion Ashley Rowlinson won the final 12 hour carp only night match of 2014 at Crofton. I’m sure 
Ashley won’t thank me for reminding everyone, but in 2004 he won the CADCAC Junior 
Championship. There’s been a lot of water over the sluice at Crofton since then but he hasn’t lost 



any of those old skills; winning the match with 28lb 6oz. CADCAC also visited Broom Fisheries near 
Annan for their 7th summer league match.  

In October Ian Nevitt won the Crofton League. The last Summer League match was fished at 
Wyreside Fishery and the Winter league match at Crofton Lake saw Chris Scott take 1st place with 
6lb 9oz.  

In November the Club visited Wharf Lake for a Winter League match. The second round of the 
Crofton Winter League saw congratulations all round for Ken Rutland who won his first club match 
with a mixed bag weighing 7lb 6oz. Round four of the Club’s Winter League match was fished at 
Redwell Fisheries. Crofton Lake fished well for perch during November with several around the 2lb 
mark being landed.  

In December Mally Miller won the 5th round of the CADCAC Winter League at Crofton Lake with a 
mixed bag of silvers for 7lb 3oz.  

A programme of predation reduction was initiated at Crofton in late autumn. The water was subject 
to heavy bird predation during the winter of 2013/14. Ropes were installed with the assistance of 
Chris Wynne in order to discourage Cormorants and Goosanders from landing on the lake. 
Hedgehogs were supplied by the Environment Agency to act as refuge for the smaller fish. The 
reduction in predation has been quite amazing. Further stockings have been made at Crofton since 
the initial 1000 fish including roach and skimmers, it is hoped to add further larger fish to the lake 
during 2015.  

The success of the 2014 carp only matches has resulted in a dedicated carp only league being 
planned for 2015 with members fishing 12 hour matches. The club’s winter programme of repairs 
and improvements continues at Crofton Lake with ongoing repairs being made to the steps and 
fishing platforms. A gate to the car park has been installed to provide better security along with 
gate access for walkers. 

2015 is looking to be a very good year in the clubs history. 

Simon Coope & Chris Bowman  CADCAC 

Kirkby Stephen & District Angling Association - 2014 Report 

The fishing in 2014 was the usual for the River Eden. Excellent fishing during most of the season but 
the usual low water in July/August made fishing very difficult and annoying as large fish could be 
seen. The river at the end of the trout season and the start of the grayling fishing was up and down 
which reduced the number of visitors. We were fortunate to be offered additional fishing on the 
River Belah which joined up with our two existing beats. 

We had a low membership in 2014 due to administration problems in 2013. Additional income 
which usually supplements our subscriptions was also low, mainly because of the state of the river 
and lack of day tickets. Another factor is the 3 weeks when the “travellers” for Appleby Horse Fair 
camp along the A685 and at the bridge over the River Belah. The river is often used as a toilet. 
Members are not happy in leaving their vehicle in the vicinity in this period and so again a loss of 
income. 



Due to low member numbers and increases in rents it is likely that subscriptions will have to be 
increased in 2015. 

Colin Edney  KSDAA Secretary 

Penrith Angling Association  

It was a disappointing start to the year for those members who fish for grayling due to consistent 
floods throughout the early months of 2014, following the wettest winter on record. Many anglers 
said that they had never seen the rivers holding such high levels for so long a period, and although 
grayling can be caught in coloured water, few members were tempted to venture out in January and 
February.  

By the time the trout season started the rivers had dropped to a fishable level. However, there were 
many days in the first couple of weeks when daytime temperatures were still in single figures, 
hatches of Large Dark Olives and March Browns were generally sparse compared to last season; 
nonetheless those anglers skilled in nymph fishing were able to catch fish consistently well 
throughout April.  

By May temperatures improved, and in my own opinion, and I believe the opinion of several other 
members, the subsequent weeks provided some of the best sport seen for many years on our 
waters. Most of the rises observed were due to the unbelievable falls of terrestrial gnats getting 
trapped in the surface providing superb dry-fly fishing.  Around this period, catches of large fish 
were reported regularly. Although some fish are not always weighed or measured there were 
reports of fish weighing around the 4lb mark being returned to the waters. However, it wasn’t only 
a few good size fish being caught; good numbers of fish were also reported on some stretches. 
Those anglers who delayed their fishing until the summer months would have missed out on the 
best fishing of the season. 

As the season progressed the fishing became a little more difficult at times, as hot weather brought 
low river levels. Members who avoided fishing because of these conditions would have again missed 
out on some good sport at certain times. Those anglers who opt to wait for what they consider to be 
perfect conditions, which may well be few and far between, risk missing out on some excellent 
opportunities as often, some of the best fishing is had on those days when you’ve initially considered 
staying indoors.   

So for some members it was a good season considering the conditions in mid to late season, but by 
picking the right times and places with the right methods there were opportunities for some good 
sport and certainly the chance of a memorable fish or two.  

The salmon fishing period for PAA members is generally a short one; few members’ fish for this 
species before the end of the trout season, and not many more fish for them after that. However, 
around half a dozen fish were caught and a few others lost. We just didn’t see the runs of fresh fish 
anticipated following the rise in river levels after the long period of low water. Initial data from the 
EA and Associations on the Eden catchment suggest very low runs of salmon this year.    

Andrew Dixon   PAA Secretary  



Yorkshire Fly Fishers 

Lower Eden Report 2014  -  Wetheral, Corby, Eden Brows beats 
If we thought last year was bad this season has been an unmitigated disaster. The year rolled by like 
a car crash in slow motion, and I think we were all pretty relieved when the season finally skidded to 
a halt on the 14th Oct. 
 
At no time in the year were there more than an odd salmon present in the pools. I can count on one 
hand the number of fish I have seen off the bridge at the Otterstone. 
The only comfort we can get from our situation is that we are not alone in suffering a lack of fish. 
Internationally Atlantic Salmon have shown a dramatic downturn this year, so it would appear 
“something” has gone wrong on the high seas. What?.........Your guess is as good as mine. 
I would like to congratulate all my fishers, and indeed all the clubs Eden members on their 100% 
record for returning fish. Very well done!   
 
Trouting was adequate but not in top form this year. Hatches of fly were not good although kick 
samples show no shortage of inverts, and anglers that fished bugs and nymphs did very well over 
the year on the whole. 
 
In short a one to forget.   Only 29 Salmon! 
 
Mike Grimes  YFF River Keeper 
 
 
Upper Eden Report 2014  -  Langwathby, Waters Meet, Crackenthorpe beats 

 Well what an up and down season it has been, some hard graft again at Luham water, a little bit of 
pruning on the Island and clearing the right bank below. 

 The year started off wet and it was not till the beginning of March that I saw the gauge at 
Langwathby Bridge, the first Salmon was taken on the 26th of March from Red Scar then no more till 
mid April, two of which were taken from Armathwaite but this would be the only fish taken at 
Armathwaite all year. A long dry spell from the end of May kept the river very low and very rarely 
did I see the gauge over a foot, very few Salmon showing in the pools where you would expect to 
see them, then at last a drop of water beginning of August saw an odd fish landed and then the 
driest September on record saw river levels drop to around 6” below summer level and one of the 
best months of the season and only five fish landed, October the first real rain fall for weeks and we 
had a decent end to the season. A total of 54 fish were landed for October but sadly no real fresh 
fish came into the system the season ended with a total of 83 fish. Of these :- 

 35 Cocks  &  48 Hens  -  62 on fly  &  21 spinning.   Average size 10.8 lbs    -    Biggest fish 25lbs 

 ALL FISH WERE RETURNED  -  Well done! 

The trout season also proved difficult big waters at the start of the season followed by low water 
and bright sunshine, there was some good trout landed early on in the year one rod having had 
several fish around the 4lb class, despite the fly life been very good fish seemed to be reluctant to 
feed on the surface, good sport was had fishing nymphs and spider patterns later on, evening sport 
was difficult some nights no rise at all weather this was due to high water temps who knows. 



 Good numbers of moor hens this year and also Kingfishers on most of the beats, my Quota of 
Cormorants and Goosander met and 15 Mink despatched. 

 Tight lines,      Mark Strong   YFF  River Keeper 

Eden Rivers Trust Report (2014) 

2014 was again, an exceptionally busy year for ERT. Trust staff, supported by the Board, have 
continued to deliver a high impact portfolio of projects to the very highest of standards. 

As an example, we have undertaken over 24km of fencing on the Hoff, Helm, Pow, Petteril and Trout 
Beck to protect and restore habitat. 

Our work with farmers to address diffuse pollution issues through various programmes of on-farm 
infrastructure improvements is going from strength to strength. In many cases this work is delivered 
as a package with habitat schemes (fencing / large woody debris). This approach has been 
particularly successful on the Pow, Hoff and Petteril. It should be noted that the farms we work with 
often contribute 50%+ of the capital costs of diffuse pollution projects.  

We have initiated a project to look at opportunities to restore habitat on the River Caldew with 
partnership funding from Natural England.  A walk-over survey and geomorphological assessment 
will be completed by Spring 2015. This will highlight reaches of river where there are opportunities 
to improve both fish habitat and passage. 

One of the major highlights of 2014 was the successful delivery of two major river restoration 
projects on the Rivers Leith (Thrimby) and Lyvennet (Maulds Meaburn). These two projects were 
some of the largest delivered in the UK in 2015. Our scheme at Maulds Meaburn has already 
restored salmon spawning habitat with over 20 redds counted this back-end. REDFA members 
attending the March 21st EFP workshop will be able to visit the scheme at Maulds Meaburn. 

We continue to work with REDFA, EA and NE on the development of the Eden Fisheries Plan. 
Progress on the plan will pick-up pace in 2015 with the recent appointment of Daniel Brazier our 
Catchment Fisheries Specialist. Daniel (a super-keen game fisherman) joins ERT for Argyll Fisheries 
Trust. He will be developing our fisheries monitoring programme, the EFP and assisting with the 
planning and delivery of habitat restoration projects. Daniel is really looking forward to working 
with Eden clubs, associations and owners.  

On a strategic level we are working on the Saving Eden Catchment Plan, which will be launched in 
December 2015. REDFA are members of the Saving Eden Coalition to ensure fisheries interests are 
well represented. We are also involved with a number of strategic and research initiatives looking at 
diffuse pollution and the effects of land use on flood risk. 

All in all 2014 was a great year for the Trust. Despite significant uncertainty surrounding funding 
from the Public Sector we expect 2015 will be another busy year for ERT.  We are looking forward to 
our continued partnership working with REDFA and other fisheries interests over the coming 12 
months. 

Simon Johnson   Trust Director – January 2015 
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Petteril improvements to minimise livestock and farming impacts 

A day to remember on Bolton Willows 
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Borderlines  activities  2014 

Borderlines continued its long term engagement programme with hard to reach young people 
around Wigton based at Wigton Youth Station. The project has over the last 4 years provided 
weekly sessions throughout the year, building both knowledge and anticipation towards regular 
monthly and school holiday fishing trips providing the 'hook' that will take young people away from 
negative behaviour. In March the Youth Station Fishing Club had a Royal visitor; his royal highness 
the Duke of Gloucester. The Duke as well as looking at photographs and items of fishing tackle 
made by the youngsters talked to participants and even took part in a casting competition. 
 
During February and March the children at Greystoke School took part in a series of four classroom 
sessions and two field trips that took them from the water cycle to both fly and bait fishing on the 
lakes at Greystoke Castle. 
 
In April as part of the Nith Catchment Fishery Trust’s Fishing for the Future project Borderlines 
worked closely with NCFT staff to provide an introduction to basic fishing skills including fly and bait 
casting for over 100 people on a lovely sunny day in Dock Park, Dumfries. 
 
In May and June working closely with the Nith Catchment Fishery Trust as part of their Fishing for 
the Future Project we ran a series of Angling History sessions in Closeburn, Loreburn, Heathall, 
Kirkbean, Loch Rutton  Sanqhuar and Kelloholm Primary Schools as well as Dumfries High School, 
Maxwelltown High School, Sanqhuar and Wallace Hall Academy’s taking them through 40,000 years 
of angling history from bone hooks to carbon fibre as well as introducing young people to casting 
techniques before taking them fishing on the river Nith, Drum Loch, Slatehouse Loch and Loch 
Rutton. 
 
In June Martyn Hart High Sherrif of Cumbria and his wife Tess attended the Wigton Youth Station 
Fishing Club Presentation at the Youth Station in Wigton. The club holds a June presentation and a 
Christmas presentation to celebrate the achievements of the young people and thanks to the 
generosity of local tackle dealers and individual anglers who donate items of unwanted fishing 
tackle we are able to give the youngsters prizes. Martin awarded the prizes on the evening, 
following Martins visit Borderlines were fortunate enough to receive £2126.25 from the High 
Sherriff’s Crimebeat Fund which together with funding from the Quarry Hill Grassroots Grants 
scheme also managed by Cumbria Community Foundation and the Francis C Scott Charitable Trust 
we are able to continue the programme of weekly sessions and monthly and school holiday angling 
trips for the next year.  
 
Also in June working with the River Eden and District Angling Association, Appleby Angling, Kirkby 
Stephen Angling Association and Penrith Angling we ran the REDFA Junior Anglers day on the banks 
of the river Eden at Holme Farm, Appleby. 
27 young anglers from the Eden Valley had a great day out, many where accompanied by their 
parents who also shared an interest in fishing. Youngsters rotated around four activities during the 
day learning about water craft and entomology, roll and overhead casting and river fly fishing. John 
Norris of Penrith backed the event with pre event publicity and additional funding.   
 
In July Burgh by Sands Brownies took part in a pond dipping session with Borderlines. 
 



Towards the end of July as part of the Nith Catchment Fishery Trust’s Fishing for the Future project 
Borderlines worked closely with NCFT staff to provide a second introduction to basic fishing skills 
day including fly and bait casting for approaching 100 people on a scorching hot day in Dock Park, 
Dumfries.  
 
This summer Borderlines had a presence at 2 local shows. Lowther Show and the Galloway Country 
Fair running casting clinics, demonstrations and informing the general public about their work in the 
local community. 
  
We also continued working with Carleton Hill Fishery running Introduction to coarse angling day’s at 
the fishery during August. One group from Kirby Moor School Brampton which works with young 
boys aged from 10 years to 14 years, who may have social / emotional / behavioural needs within or 
outside of the Autistic spectrum of disorders, enjoyed a session at Carleton Hill Fishery courtesy of 
owner Chris Wynne. They enjoyed catching roach, perch, bream as well as tench and ide to over 1lb 
in weight. 
 
Throughout the school holidays we ran regular fishing trips to Crofton Lake courtesy of the Carlisle 
and District Coarse Angling Club with the Wigton Youth Station Fishing Club who learned how to fish 
with both whip and rod and line. 
  
In October the Nith Catchment Fishery Trust hosted the third Family Fishing Day this year at the 
newly renovated Dock Park in Dumfries town centre.   We were extremely lucky with the weather 
and even got some sunshine in the afternoon. Borderlines once again gave tuition to participants 
wanting to try their hand at different types of fishing and perfect their technique.  There were also 
activities for our younger participants, which included an array of river related colouring in and a 
mini fishing game. A staff member from the NCFT was on hand to answer any questions about the 
river and inside the gazebo there was a tray containing hundreds of bugs and beasties belonging to 
the river, these were safely returned to the river at the end of the day. Many people tried their hand 
at fishing, mums and dads included.  
Also during October youngsters from Wigton Youth Station enjoyed a spot of grayling fishing with us 
at Warwick Hall thanks to Nick Marriner. During their weekly Thursday evening sessions for several 
weeks prior to the trip anticipation had been building amongst the youngsters as they tied 
hooklengths, prepared tackle and discussed tactics in readiness for the trip. On the day although not 
everyone caught fish, trout and grayling to 1½lb were landed.  
November saw us return to the River Nith assisting the Nith Catchment Fishery Trust with a Family 
fishing day near Nunholm to provide young people with the opportunity to learn how to fish, 
improve their casting and try their luck at catching a fish. The day started with a talk about safety 
when out fishing, including remembering to put a stick in the ground so that you can tell if the river 
starts to rise.  Due to a heavy spell of rain the night before the river was still rising and it was 
interesting to see that by the end of the day our stick had disappeared from view.  After speaking 
about the fish species that would be targeted that day (grayling and salmon) and about the 
different flies and baits that would be used.   Debbie from the Nith Catchment Fishery Trust then 
carried out a kick sampling demonstration to find some of the bugs and beasties that are imitated 
when fly fishing. Everyone then got to try their hand at fishing using fly and bait rods and a good 
number of fish were landed.  No monsters were caught but we had a couple of brown trout and a 
nice sea trout, lots of salmon parr and a couple of juvenile grayling.  This provided great 



opportunities to practice landing and unhooking fish, all of which were returned to swim another 
day.  
A personal highlight for me was attending the Xmas presentation of a Cumbrian youth angling 
project at Wigton Youth Station ran by Borderlines. Funding by the High Sherriff’s Crimebeat Fund, 
the Quarry Hill Grassroots Grants scheme and the Francis C Scott Charitable Trust has allowed a 
programme of weekly sessions and monthly and school holiday angling trips to continue for young 
people in Wigton. The presentation evening celebrated those youngsters achievements over the last 
6 months. 
Among the prize winners on the night were brothers Ben and Josh Elstone; Ben winning the fly 
casting league and Josh winning the bait casting league.  
 
Borderlines would like to thank all the clubs and fishery owners within the Eden catchment and 
beyond who have allowed us free use of their waters to introduce the young and those who may be 
disadvantage in some way to angling and the environment in 2014. We would also like to thank the 
tackle dealers and individual anglers who have donated items of tackle, angling books and 
magazines for youngsters, without their assistance we could not achieve half as much as we do. 
 
With this in mind if anyone has any items of tackle in the loft or the corner of the shed that they no 
longer use; be it rods, reels, flies, hooks, whatever and would like to donate them to Borderlines, we 
can pass them on to young people who would very much appreciate them. 
 
Thank you all once again. 
 
Chris Bowman,   Borderlines Company Secretary   : www.borderlines.org.uk 
 

Eden Fisheries Plan  -  Next steps 

The focus and spotlight for the plan is on the developing Action Plans which were formed and 
worked up by the partner group through the five key objectives. Clubs and Fisheries provided 
feedback responses and suggestions at the March 2014 Workshop.  The success of this will be 
evidenced by partners working together to deliver practical and lasting improvements to the 
catchment. 
The Maulds Meaburn workshop on the 21st March 2015 will carry material and presentation 
illustrating the development of the Action Plan, with individual partner responsibilities and draft 
timescales. 
Major programmes of work are ongoing and building as part of Catchment Management policies 
and these will be identified in the Action Plan documents. 

The progress of the Plan was hampered during 20114 by personnel changes within the partner 
organisations (ERT,EA,NE).  ERT have committed heavily to the Plan and now have in place Dan 
Brazier and Will Cleasby who will steer their engagement. 
The last round of restructuring within the EA and NE is now complete and we look forward to a 
more settled and closer working with these partners.   
 
 
  



River Barriers  -  Obstructions to resident and migrating species    
 
Corby Weir and the extensive appraisal financed by the EA and carried out by Apem Consultants 
produced agreement by the working group that it is desirable and necessary for the obstruction to 
be removed. This is a major undertaking as the facility provides critical flood and flow monitoring as 
well as less reliable fish counter data. 
Alternative options for resiting the water management functions and removal or partial removal of 
the weir are now being considered from a report by Edenvale Young. This is a lengthy and costly 
process but considerable progress is being made. 
 
The operations of the Caldew Holmhead Fish trap/pass have been reviewed by the EA in 2014 
following concerns raised by REDFA regarding obstruction to fish movement and declining salmon 
and seatrout stocks. The fish pass is now permanently open and the trapping operations 
discontinued. The fish pass count facilities will be reconsidered as part of a wider Caldew 
Restoration study that is in its early stages. 
 
Assessing other barriers 
Some work has already taken place with an EA commissioned study carried out by ERT identifying 
small river obstructions in the catchment. The EFP wishes to extend the reach of this study and 
gather the views of fisheries. More on this in 2016.   
 

River Surveys 
 
It is becoming increasingly apparent that a more detailed database of present and changing river 
conditions and habitat is required to properly manage and monitor the effects of climate change 
and our interaction and impact on the watercourse.  
Mapping of the threats and pressures on different sub-catchments has taken pace as part of the 
ERT Save Eden project but the more detailed and time consuming work is needed to look at 
individual reaches. This would build on in stream and river bank habitat data gathered from   
Electro-fishing surveys and identify important features such as suitable spawning gravels, nursery 
areas, inaccessible reaches, pools and changing geomorphology, spread of invasives, bankside trees 
and vegetation, adjoining land use and livestock activity etc. 
Part of the work of the EFP will be to lo to see how interested parties can link into this gathering of 
information. 
 
 

2015 Programme of REDFA events   
 
March 15th       -  Eden Bird Count 
      “     21st      -  Spring Fisheries Workshop – Maulds Meaburn V Hall and Lyvennet at Barnskew 
June/July         -  Junior Angling events – dates to be confirmed 
August 15th and16th  -  Lowther Show & Fishing Island 
October 25th   -  Eden Bird Count 
November 7th -  Autumn Fisheries Workshop – venue tbc 
  

 
 



REDFA Meeting dates 
 
January 13th     -  GPC 
February 10th  -  AGM 
April  14th        -  GPC & Election of Officers 
July 14th           -  GPC 
October 20th   -  GPC 
 
Agenda, Minutes and notes of the above are viewable at   www.edenfishing.co.uk 

 
 

Volunteer Groups and activities  
ERT runs and continues to build its programmes of community volunteer activities as part of the 
wider improvements being targeted through the Save Eden Coalition aims & Cherish Eden projects. 
REDFA is a member of the Coalition partners supporting this work. 
 
Anglers are more closely associated with the Riverfly Partnership monitoring of invertebrates and 
Electro-fishing Surveys carried out in the catchment but can play an important part in the other 
group activities. 
More volunteers are welcome and needed, the ERT contacts being Jo Spence and Paul Greaves who 
coordinate this work. Tel  01768 866788  
http://trust.edenriverstrust.org.uk/get-your-feet-wet.html 
 
*  Electro-fishing surveys – Upper catchment surveys to monitor fry & parr populations      
* Riverfly Invertebrate Monitoring - training and equipment given to monitor selected sites 
* Invasives studies and treatments – Himalayan Balsam, Japanese Knotweed, Hogweed etc 
* Crayfish Surveys 
* Tree planting 
* Riverside clearing of debris etc      

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.edenfishing.co.uk/
http://trust.edenriverstrust.org.uk/get-your-feet-wet.html


“ REDFA Membership 2013 – 2014 ” 
Individual Members  -  46                                    Riparian Members - 12          

Addison W.                     Mather R.                        Carr Estate 

Ashwin  M.                      Metcalfe M.                     Ecroyd E.                     

Bedson I.                        Milne R.M.                       Eden Owners  

Bell A.                             Naylor G.                         Gregg I. 

Blake W. &Son               Naylor J.                          Harris J.          

Borderlines                     Nicholson                        Low House Sporting              

Bradney J.R & S.C.        Parkinson N.L.                Pallsiter K. 

Bradney J.R.                  Parkinson                        Pollock  Miss J. 

Brown A.                        Perry Mr & Mr S.U.          Sandison  M.F.G 

Calvert M & H                Ross                                Thompson M.H. 

Carty, Dr J.E.                 Stevens P.                       Warwick Hall 

Cawley G.D.                  Strong M.                        Williams-Ellis D. 

Clark R.J.                      Swann Dr A.     

Cousin T.                       Thompson-Schwab D. 

Davidson. P                   Wrigley Dr P.F.M 

DiasT.R.                       

Ecroyd E.                       Club Membership  -  6     

Evans, Gordon J            Appleby Angling Association 

Ewings G.P.                   Brampton Angling Association 

Gubbins J.                      Carlisle Angling Association 

Gubbins N.                     Kirkby Stephen & District Angling Association 

Gubbins V.                     Penrith Angling Association 

Harrison M.                    Yorkshire Fly Fishers Club 

Ivill W.                              

Kaye S.G. 

Kaye Simon 

Low House Sporting 

Liddiard J.A. 

Maclaren J.E.D 

Madden N. 

Marriner N.H. 



New members are welcome to join – please complete the subscription form below The 

subscription rates below are those set for 2013 -14 which are and currently under review  

RIVER EDEN & DISTRICT FISHERIES ASSOCIATION 

BANKERS ORDER 2010 
 
TO ….………………………………………………………….Bank PLC 
………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Please pay to HSBC Bank PLC, English Street, Carlisle for the credit of :- 
 
RIVER EDEN & DISTRICT FISHERIES ASSOCIATION.  Sort code 40-16-22 
 
Account No. 71414658. The sum of   …………………  pounds       ( £…..……….) 
 
The first payment being made immediately, and on first day of November in every 
Year until further notice from me in writing, and debit the amount/s paid to my account. 
 
Signature……………..................................................... 
 
Name …………………………………………………….………………………………………. (Capitals please) 
 
Address …………………………………….………………..................……………………………………………………………                                                                
 
.....................………………………………………………………………………….    Post Code…………………………….. 
         
 MINIMUM current subscription rates :- 

 Individual                                               £10.00 

 Riparian Owners                                   £35.00 

 Clubs with up to 50 members            £25.00 

 Clubs with 51 to 200 members          £48.00 

 Clubs with over 200 members           £100.00 

 Associated commercial activity         £  by donation 
 
To become an individual member of the River Eden & District Fisheries Association, simply fill in 
the Bankers Order as indicated and send this to your Bank. Alternatively send a cheque for £10.00 
to the Treasurer, Mr. M. Harrison. Quarry Bank. Maiden Hill, Penrith. Cumbria CA11 8SQ 
 
This will entitle you to vote at the A.G.M., and receive a copy of the Annual Report. 
 (  Please return this completed Bankers Order form to your own Bank )        
 
 


