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                                      Secretary’s report 2009 
 
2009 has again been a very busy year for the committee of REDFA. The Water framework Directive, 
and the Marine Bill being major works to read and understand (if you can) WDF is 2500 pages some 
of which was kindly summarised for us at the Solway Tweed Basin meetings which REDFA were 
regularly represented by Charles Ecroyd or occasionally, your Secretary.  
 
The Solway Tweed WFD Consultation, is now coming to fruition and should by now be available to 
the Ministers of State.  The draft was been produced in September, and the expected date for 
finalised documents to be published is 23rd December, and should make nice light reading for the 
Christmas break!! Let’s hope the rivers are now listed in alphabetical order and there is at least some 
recognition of the consultees’ responses.  REDFA appointed a sub committee which worked on 
preparation of the very comprehensive submission for the Consultation which is posted on our 
website. 
 
On the latter point it seems simply common courtesy for this sub region to allow the report’s readers 
to understand what were the wider public’s views. Indeed it is not unfair to reflect that the NW 
regions,  48 page, Consultation Response Document to the draft North West River Basin Management 
Plan is an object lesson in how this should be done whereas it was entirely missing from the 
SolTweed draft. 
 
Pollutions, continue to occur. Brunstock Beck was badly affected and a considerable fish kill 
occurred.  No party has yet to be held responsible so far as we are aware and the EA stated that it 
would take the water 10 years to recover – always assuming there were no more ‘incidents’. 
Penrith sewage works Pipe Bridge over the river leaked again in July causing a discharge into R 
Eamont: representation was made to the EA who then quickly attended the incident.  It was 
relatively minor compared to the huge failure of this conduit in 2005. Whereas in the 2005 incident  
no action was taken and a Court Case lost, the EA have issued a warning letter to UU on this 
occasion, but this Edwardian structure still remains suspect and thus gives cause for concern. 
At Armathwaite on the Eden the local sewage by pass pipe ran full into the river for a number of 
hours in August. EA again attended very promptly and the matter was put right by UU . It seems a fat 
trap was either not installed or had malfunctioned.  
A glint of light has been UU and EA wishing to have regular meetings with REDFA to discus areas of 
concern and enlighten us if somewhat ambiguously, one meeting has taken place recently, let us 
hope the light does not precede another false dawn. 
 
RFERAC We have had Judith Clark (NW RFERAC Chair) to one of our GPC meetings and we thank her 
for her attendance and up to date information on a number of subjects. Unfortunately the SolTweed 
not being part of the NMW region for WFD purposes and the different modus operands that Scotland 
employs was only too obvious. 
 
Jane Atkins and Jonathan Shatwell (EA) attended our September GPC meeting and gave a very 
informative talk on the reassessment of abstraction licences within north Cumbria. The excellent 
work Jane has undertaken resulted in some considerable reductions to abstractions and great 
improvements initiated to Hands off Flows for the UU surface water abstractions (becks). 
 
A update of the REDFA Constitution has been undertaken, ‐  slight alterations ‘modernising’ the 
document with particular reference to IT role in our affairs and the increased officers we now have. 
It is currently with Solicitors for legal opinion. 
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The good news from ERT continues ,and this year we welcomed Simon Johnston as Manager. ERT are 
to start an intensive scheme of work on the R Petteril due to very good work in getting a 
considerable grant sufficient to appoint an officer specifically for this project. 
 
Finally;  Fishing has I think been reasonable this year despite unfavourable amounts of water at the 
wrong times (either too much or too little)!! Sea trouting remains a cause for concern, although R Esk 
has had an improved run on last year. 
Salmon Anglers on Lower Eden have had good numbers of fish to report with large fish being 
returned in the early part of the year and in general terms, it appears that numbers of fish over 20lb 
are increasing.   The season’s last month of periods of low flows meant salmon fishing was variable 
but during the last week of the season a fish of 29lb was caught and released at Warwick Hall.       
 
To end the salmon season I took my camera to Rickerby park, the result of which you can see on the 
REDFA website , thanks to Stan Frost our webmaster, for his continuing good work. The last 
comment I recall from one of those depicted, was that we all drew a blank for Salmon but thankfully 
“I didn’t have to go to casualty to get a condom removed from my finger”, we all thought it was not 
the place for it to have been. 

Brown Trout in our tributaries are still not present in the numbers we knew 20 yrs ago. I spoke with 
an Eden angler during the last week of the season who had taken some very Brownies in the lower 
Eden using worm, fish up to 4lbs.   

However young Callum Highet Of Kirkby Stephen and District AA deserves particular mention for his 
Fish of a Lifetime  caught  8th of July, whilst the river was running above average height where 

Brough beck enters the Eden. A paraphrase of his 
report on the KSSAA website is as follows; 

 

 

 

 

 

He was fishing the foam lines and margins whilst there was a good hatch of brown and olive duns  
and black gnats clouding up the air.  Having caught several smaller fish each about 12‐14 inches he 
saw a fish about 8 feet from where he stood. Casting well above the rising fish, it gently rolled to take 
on the second cast and bang! It shot 50 yards downstream so he followed it  until it tired a little. 
Realising he was not fighting against a 3 or 4 pounder (!!) but something much bigger, 3/4 of an hour 
later, he discovered he had landed a brown trout of  5lbs 2oz.  

 
 
 
             Similar  Tight lines.         
    A G Britton Secretary REDFA.     19‐11‐2009.                                                                                                                               
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