
River Eden Migratory Conservation Measures  -  June 2014 

Background - declining stocks  
As you will be aware the River Eden has experienced a steady and continuous decline in salmon runs and rod 
catch returns since its previous high rod catch in 2004. It is significant that this has occurred over a period 
when rod and net exploitation has reduced considerably. These trends have been reported and mirrored in 
many of our major game rivers. The actual causes of this decline are not fully understood but some of this 
may be attributed to a cyclical shift from predominately summer/autumn runs to stronger spring runs. 

The confirmation by the EA of Eden`s 2013 salmon Rod catch of 634 fish (443 or 70% released) is a significant 
fall on the 2012 total of 943. Eden`s stocks have now reached a tipping point where they are “At Risk”. 

In real terms the 2013 rod catch represents 69% of Eden`s target Conservation Limit. The Conservation Limit 
is the minimum adult stock needed to maintain sustainable stocks, based on rod catch/run size estimates.  
By comparison the 2012 catch was 102% of CL. 

This assessment of Eden`s Salmon stocks requires the EA and Rod and Net Fisheries to take appropriate 
steps to conserve stocks, either by Voluntary or Mandatory measures.  

Introduction of River Eden Migratory Conservation Measures   
Consultations on the Migratory Conservation Proposals tabled by Carlisle Angling Association (and supported 
by REDFA) took place during the spring with Riparian Owners, Clubs and anglers. This lead to 
recommendations that further discussions take place between Rod and Haaf Net representatives to reach 
agreement on the introduction of balanced and voluntary conservation proposals for 2014. The refining of 
Rod proposals concluded as follows   

Rod Conservation Measures  -  effective 16th June 2014 
The attached notice sets out Measures that all Rod Fisheries are requested to implement from 16th June 
2014 when the Spring Salmon restrictions are lifted. We welcome and acknowledge those Fisheries that are 
already exercising these or more conservation minded rules. 

These measures must be conveyed and visible to all anglers fishing for Salmon and Sea Trout on Eden waters 
via Websites, Newsletters, email circulations, displayed in Fishing lodges etc. 

They represent the original CAA proposals supported by REDFA with further Voluntary Conservation 
recommendations in the light of the worsening 2013 catch return. 

We are asking all anglers to work quickly towards a higher C&R target of 90% to reverse our declining stocks. 
Without the support of rods the EA will be forced to intervene and introduce compulsory C&R.  

These measures together with rod catch and release rates will be reviewed annually with the EA.  
 
Tagging of rod killed salmon and sea trout - the tagging proposals were unanimously welcomed during 
the consultation earlier this year. These proposals will be developed further in discussions with rod fisheries, 
clubs and anglers with a view to implementation in 2015. 

Haaf Net Measures  -  effective 1st June 2014 
For 2014, Solway Haaf Net licence holders will be restricted to a season limit of 10 salmon tags. Any licence 
holder exceeding this limit will be in breach of their licence and liable to prosecution. 
These Haaf Net measures are calculated to reduce the salmon net take by 50% (based on 2013 returns) 
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